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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, why is global security so
difficult to achieve or sustain? Why is
global security so needed and so de-
sired? What do we mean when we say
these words? How do we pray or even
imagine what global security would
look like?

So far, beyond our day-to-day world,
the round of an agriculture cycle, the
ordinary manufacturing routine, the
busy swirl of business, economic free-
fall, or the data of any computer, is the
unimaginable picture of global security
so impossible to communicate?

No wonder we are not sure what steps
to take if we do not have a picture in
mind. How do we pray, except to lay
the words themselves before You, O
Lord, as if it were Your problem or of
Your making and, so now, in need of
Your healing power. To which part of
the world’s prayer for global security is
any of us willing to say amen, Lord?

Yet deep down we know You know.
We need global security. Help us, Lord,
in word, in deed, in heart—at least in
prayer, be united as we pray for global
security and together say: amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. POE) come forward and
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Mr. POE of Texas led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

OUR PRESENCE IN AFGHANISTAN
NOT WANTED

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Why are we still in
Afghanistan? Al Qaeda’s been routed.
Our occupation fuels a Taliban insur-
gency. The more troops we send, the
more resistance we meet. If we want to
be truly secure, we need to redefine na-
tional security to include financial se-
curity, because America has record
debt, skyrocketing unemployment,
huge trade deficits, record business
failures, and foreclosures.

The people of Afghanistan don’t want
to be saved by us. They want to be
saved from us. Our presence and our
Predator drones Kkill countless inno-
cents, create more U.S. enemies, and
destabilize Pakistan. The U.S.-created
Karzai government is hopelessly cor-
rupt, despised by Afghans. Our solu-
tion: provide them with a high-level
U.S. minder, making him less legiti-
mate. Another strategy: buy or rent
friends among would-be insurgents.
Give them cash and guns. When the
money runs out, they shoot at U.S. sol-
diers.

We played all sides in Afghanistan—
and all sides want us out. They don’t
want our presence, our control, our
troops, our drones, our way of life.
We’re fighting the wrong war in the
wrong place at the wrong time. What

part of ‘‘get out” do we not under-
stand?

———
CONDITIONAL COMMITMENT

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, a
war cannot be won from a podium, but
it can be lost. Laying out our entire
military strategy in Afghanistan for
our enemies is not only unwise, but
poses a significant threat to national
security. Our enemies have proven to
be patient and steadfast in their deter-
mination to wage war on democracy
and freedom. The President will send
more troops, but has shown his entire
hand to the world.

Last night’s premature announce-
ment by the President of an arbitrary
end date for withdrawal contradicts
our commitment to winning the war on
terror—no matter how long it takes. It
reaffirms our enemy’s belief that
America will lose its will to win. It
seems our policy in fighting the war in
Afghanistan is the surge-and-retreat
plan. Success should be the mission,
not ‘‘get out of Dodge’” on a certain
date.

Nowhere in history has a nation told
its enemy that commitment would be
for a set period of time and then the
struggle would be abandoned. The
President has said he wants to avoid
another Vietnam, yet he has reintro-
duced the Vietnam syndrome of condi-

tional commitment to America’s
cause.
And that’s just the way it is.

———
JOBS AND THE ECONOMY

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to address the issue of
key importance for my constituents:

[J This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

H13389



H13390

jobs and the economy. I'm proud of the
work that Congress has done to bolster
the economy and create new jobs
across our country. In Ohio, we con-
tinue to see new funds awarded and re-
leased every week. Communities across
the State and my district have been
positively impacted by these funds. To
date, over $2256 million of recovery
funds have been announced to counties
I represent along the Ohio River, rang-
ing from improvements in technology
investments to education funding, sub-
stantial things for our future.

Just last week, $756 million in recov-
ery money was announced in Ohio.
These funds include $8.6 million for
water projects in 10 of my 12 counties.
That investment represents jobs for
our workers and clean water for our
residents. I’'m proud to work for the re-
sults that these investments have ac-
complished. With more than half the
money to be spent, I look forward to
more of these improvements through-
out the State of Ohio as we put Amer-
ica back to work.

———————

HONORING MIAMI-DADE POLICE
DIRECTOR ROBERT PARKER

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. I rise today to
extend my sincere thanks to a distin-
guished south Floridian and a faithful
public servant, Miami-Dade Police Di-
rector Robert ‘‘Bobby’’ Parker. After 33
years of serving our community, it is
truly with great sadness that we see
such a fine and dedicated police officer
retiring.

In 2004, Bobby’s long and successful
career with the Miami-Dade Police De-
partment culminated in the director-
ship of the department. Under his lead-
ership, the department saw the imple-
mentation of unique and cutting-edge
programs such as the Mortgage Fraud
Task Force and the Gun Bounty Pro-
gram. Bobby’s foresight and hard work
have consistently had a profound and
positive impact on all of south Florida.
He has always made his greatest efforts
for the benefit of others and will be
greatly missed by both the department
and our community.

It is with pleasure that I join Bobby’s
family, friends, and peers as they honor
the many accomplishments of his out-
standing career. Bobby’s lasting legacy
will certainly be inspiring to countless
officers to match his selflessness and
performance.

I thank my good friend, Miami-Dade
Police Director Bobby Parker, for all
that he has done for our community in
south Florida, and I truly wish him all
the best in his years to come.

————

BRINGING A STRONG JOBS BILL

(Mr. ALTMIRE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ALTMIRE. Madam Speaker,
since our economy bottomed out in
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late winter and Democrats took bold
and decisive action, the stock market
has risen 4,000 points and America ex-
perienced its first positive GDP growth
in 15 months. But more can be done
and more must be done.

So as we recover from one of the
most severe recessions in our Nation’s
history, Democrats will focus on help-
ing Americans on Main Street, not
Wall Street. We will build upon the
momentum we have created for posi-
tive growth in our economy and bring
to the House floor strong legislation to
create jobs. American families are de-
pending on their leaders to focus their
attention on job creation and make the
difficult decisions necessary to curb
employment and begin growing our job
force once again. Americans expect
nothing less, and House Democrats are
committed to bringing to the floor a
strong jobs bill and work to turn
around our Nation’s economy.

————————

HONORING KEVIN LEE MITCHEM
OF MATHEWS COUNTY, VIRGINIA

(Mr. WITTMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WITTMAN. I rise today to pay
tribute to Kevin Lee Mitchem. Kevin
Mitchem was a proud Mathews County
resident and a fervent supporter of pub-
lic education, and he was committed to
lending his time and knowledge to
youth in the community. Kevin was a
devoted husband to his beloved wife,
Sara, and a dedicated father to their
two children, Rachel and Daniel. As
the owner of Mitchem Seafood, Kevin
was a staunch supporter of watermen
and the seafood industry.

At the time of his passing, Kevin
Mitchem was the chairman of the Mat-
hews County Board of Supervisors, and
prior to the chairmanship he served for
12 years as a board member. Addition-
ally, he served on the Middle Peninsula
Planning District Commission.

Kevin was deeply involved in his
community and dedicated much of his
time and effort to serve the residents
of Mathews County. Kevin Lee
Mitchem was a true friend to all who
knew him and will be greatly missed.
He touched many people’s lives and the
work that he did for his community
will never be forgotten. My thoughts
and prayers are with his family and
friends.

————

JOBS SUMMIT

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Recently, a single parent
in my district called my office for help.
He lost his good-paying job and the
health benefits that went with it.
Sadly, he is not alone in this problem.
More Americans than ever before are
losing their jobs, their livelihood, and
their homes. In California, the unem-
ployment rate is 12 percent. In my
area, the Inland Empire, unemploy-
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ment is a staggering 14 percent. We
continue to have one of the highest
rates of foreclosure in the Nation. The
hardworking men and women in my
district and throughout the Nation de-
serve a good-paying job; quality, af-
fordable health care; enough food to
put on the table; and a good quality of
life.

I commend President Obama for
hosting a jobs forum. We need to create
jobs so that people can put food on the
table and keep their homes and live the
American Dream. Instead of pointing
fingers and calling names, this is a
time when we all need to be working
together to find real solutions in cre-
ating jobs for the American people
right here in the United States and not
outsourcing those jobs outside of here.

For my part, I will host a jobs sum-
mit to hear from the private industry,
nonprofit organizations, and labor or-
ganization and educators.

——

DISPELLING HEALTH CARE
MISINFORMATION

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. GOHMERT. I need to dispel some
of the misinformation that’s been put
out about the health care bill that we
passed in this House. For one thing,
some have said, Well, States require
you to have insurance on your car, so
of course we can mandate that people
buy health insurance. The bill we
passed is not going to provide health
insurance. It’s going to mandate—it
does mandate—that you buy it, and if
you don’t, if you’re above the poverty
line, it won’t be provided. In fact, you
have an extra income tax if you don’t
buy the Cadillac insurance the govern-
ment mandates.

If you want to know about the com-
parison, first of all, to States requiring
car insurance, not one single State in
the country requires that a car—your
own car—be insured. They require that
you buy insurance to ensure against
hurting another car or damaging an-
other car. This is a whole different
thing. We’re mandating that you buy
insurance on your own car, your own
vehicle, your own body. And that’s not
constitutional.

——————

WIDER WAR NOT A PATH TO
PEACE AND SECURITY

(Mr. DOGGETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DOGGETT. Madam Speaker, 1
agree with so much of what President
Obama said last night, but not so much
what he would do. The path to peace
and security will not be found through
a wider war. Troop escalation by 40
percent, then de-escalation, all within
18 months, is totally unrealistic. We
have been fighting in Afghanistan on
the installment plan: a few more
troops, a few more months, and many
more billions. 2011 will not mark the
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end of this war. It will just mark the
beginning of the next installment in
what is a deteriorating 8-year war
whose elusive end is always just over
the horizon.

The better exit strategy is to have
fewer troops. With some allies already
preparing to depart as we expand, most
of the blood spilt will remain Amer-
ican. We should honor the sacrifice of
those courageously serving by putting
fewer of them in harm’s way. It
shouldn’t take 100,000 Americans to de-
feat 100 al Qaeda. All this effort props
up a corrupt Karzai government that
just stole over a million votes. Afghan-
istan can consume as many lives and as
many dollars as we’re willing to expend
there, and leave our families no safer.

0 1015

STIMULATING OUR ECONOMY
THROUGH ANOTHER JOBS BILL

(Mr. WU asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute
and to revise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WU. Madam Speaker, to form a
government requires positive steps,
and it is much less about what one is
against than about what one is for.
Who can forget that sense of free-fall in
our economy last fall when we weren’t
sure, those of us who had money in
money market accounts, that we were
going to get 100 pennies back on the
dollar that we put into a bank. Who
could forget the sense of free-fall in
March or April when it wasn’t clear
where our economy was ever going to
go?

But this Congress and the adminis-
tration stepped up to the plate. We
passed a stimulus bill that cushioned
the loss of jobs and is beginning to
bring jobs back. More than half the Re-
covery Act money is still going to be
spent into our economy. We passed a
new unemployment extension benefit
that will take effect and cushion the
blow for working families.

But American families that have lost
their jobs know that we need to do
more, and we are going to do more. In
contrast, Republicans have offered
nothing. They voted ‘‘no” on creating
jobs. We are going to say ‘‘yes,” and
we’re going to pass another jobs bill
and stimulate our economy.

————

ENFORCE TRADE LAWS TO SAVE
JOBS

(Mrs. DAHLKEMPER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. DAHLKEMPER. Madam Speak-
er, many hardworking Americans are
losing their jobs because of this reces-
sion. We must use every tool in our ar-
senal to help stop the loss of jobs and
put Americans back to work.

Yesterday, I testified in front of the
International Trade Commission, urg-
ing them to strictly enforce our anti-
dumping and countervailing duty laws
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to protect American workers against
unfair subsidies of steel tube products
from China.

My constituents depend upon the ITC
to enforce our laws and ensure that our
trade partners play fair. As we look for
more ways to create and save jobs, it is
imperative that both the Congress and
the Federal Government remain vigi-
lant in our enforcement of our strong
trade policies. We cannot allow any
foreign producer to have an unfair ad-
vantage over U.S. workers. We owe it
to our constituents to protect their
jobs and enforce the laws that we have
on the books.

————
CREATE JOBS BY CUTTING TAXES

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. I get a big
kick out of my Democrat colleagues,
for whom I have the highest respect.
They’re talking about how they’re
going to come up with a jobs bill.
They’ve increased the debt this year by
$1.4 trillion. They’re pushing through a
health care bill, trying to ram it
through, that’s going to cost $1 trillion
to $3 trillion. They’re trying to push
through a cap-and-trade bill that’s
going to cost millions of jobs. And now,
because they’re worried about whether
they’re going to get reelected or not,
they’re coming down here and saying
that they’re going to come up with an-
other jobs bill.

What that means is another stimulus
bill. The first stimulus bill did not
work. It cost over $1 trillion when you
include interest, and now they’re going
to do it again. The way to create jobs
is to take the heavy weight off the
back of the American people by cutting
their taxes and cutting business taxes
like John F. Kennedy did and like Ron-
ald Reagan did. If you do that, you’ll
start seeing economic recovery—but
not by blowing more money.

——
THE STIMULUS PLAN IS WORKING

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, de-
spite mountains of evidence to the con-
trary, our Republican friends persist in
saying ‘‘Bah, humbug’ whenever you
talk about the stimulus effect. In fact,
my constituent, Senator MITCH MCCON-
NELL, yesterday on the Senate floor
called the Recovery Act a failure.

Well, obviously he has been too busy
obstructing the work of the Congress
to go home and see what’s happening in
his own community, because he ought
to tell the people at GE’s Appliance
Park that it’s a failure when 400 new
jobs are coming back from China be-
cause of stimulus money; or the hun-
dreds of people who are now working
on renovating our interstate system,
$30 million worth of work, courtesy of
the American Recovery Act; or the 80
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people who will be employed at the new
maintenance center; or the 150 teachers
who are still in the classrooms in Jef-
ferson County Public Schools because
of Recovery Act dollars.

Yes, we have plenty of work to do.
There are too many people that are out
of work, and we are committed to
doing that, instead of saying, Bah,
humbug, no, no, we won’t do anything.
That’s the message we’re getting from
the other side, but we will continue to
work for the American people.

——
NATIONAL EPILEPSY AWARENESS

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker,
there is a condition in this country
that affects more than 3 million people
and sees 200,000 new cases every year;
25 percent are children. It’s epilepsy.
It’s the third most common neuro-
logical disorder after Alzheimer’s and
stroke. The cause is unknown in two-
thirds of epilepsy cases. It can develop
at any age. It can be a result of genet-
ics, stroke, head injury, and other fac-
tors.

Earlier this year, I met a spirited 9-
year-old from my district. Since the
age of 7, Chad has been living with epi-
lepsy and faces daunting challenges in
school because of various misconcep-
tions. Despite major progress in diag-
nosis and treatment, epilepsy is often
misunderstood and overlooked. Con-
trary to belief, it is not contagious.
Some believe epilepsy is curable with
medication or treatment when, in fact,
over 30 percent of patients suffer un-
controllable seizures despite treat-
ment.

This is why raising awareness is so
important. It will dispel myths and em-
power millions affected by this condi-
tion. I urge my colleagues to support
further research, awareness, and edu-
cation as we work together to find a
cure for epilepsy.

——

A NATIONAL HOME RETROFIT
PROGRAM WILL CREATE JOBS
NOW

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WELCH. Madam Speaker, Amer-
ica faces two very serious challenges
today. The first is an economy that
continues to struggle. Too many Amer-
icans who want to work are out of
work. The second is an energy policy
that is failing. It’s not clean, it’s not
sustainable, and it’s not affordable. We
can address the jobs issue by taking on
the challenge of a clean energy econ-
omy. We can create jobs. We can save
homeowners money on their energy
bills, and we can reduce our contribu-
tion to climate change. We can do that
by investing in a national energy effi-
ciency retrofit program.
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Recently, 44 of my House colleagues
and I wrote to President Obama, urging
him to act now, to use his existing au-
thority, to use already appropriated
stimulus funds to build a national
home retrofit program that will create
jobs. Some call it Recovery Through
Retrofit. Some call it Cash for
Clunkers. I call it a sure-fire way to
create jobs, and to create them now.

——
JOBS AND THE ECONOMY

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker,
Democrats have been focused on help-
ing Main Street, not Wall Street, and
momentum continues to build for addi-
tional job creation legislation. The Re-
publicans created one of the worst re-
cessions in history and did very little
to help a recovery. The Republicans ex-
acerbated the bad economy with tax
cuts that favored the wealthy and did
very little to help working people.
Democrats acted to save the economy
from falling apart, to facilitate a re-
covery and to put people to work.

We will build on the work we have
done so far to create and save jobs and
get this economy moving. More than
half of the Recovery Act still must be
spent into our economy, boosting it in
the short term and laying a new foun-
dation for long-term prosperity. New
extensions of unemployment benefits
have been taking effect that will inject
demand into the economy. The first-
time home-buyer tax credit, which has
been extended, will be renewed in less
than 2 weeks.

———

TIME TO END THE WAR IN
AFGHANISTAN

(Ms. PINGREE of Maine asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. PINGREE of Maine. Madam
Speaker, $2.5 billion—that’s my State’s
share of the wars we’ve been fighting
for the last 8 years, and now this coun-
try is being asked to spend another $30
billion a year to send more troops to
Afghanistan. It’s too much, Madam
Speaker, for a war that just isn’t work-
ing.

At a time when we are struggling to
put Americans back to work, we just
can’t afford to escalate a war that we
need to be winding down. At a time
when we have asked our men and
women in uniform to return to combat
again and again, we cannot afford to
send them back one more time to fight
to protect a government that is now
considered the second most corrupt on
Earth. At a time when we are working
to bring affordable health care to every
family in this country, we just can’t af-
ford to spend $1 million per soldier to
occupy a country that doesn’t want us
there.

Don’t be mistaken, Madam Speaker.
When we need to protect our vital na-
tional interests, there is no cost too
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great, and the greatest Armed Forces
in the world will rise to meet any chal-
lenge. But this is not the time to pay
that price. This is a time to end this
war and bring the troops home.

———————

SUPPORT FOR SENDING MORE
TROOPS TO AFGHANISTAN

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PENCE. After months of delib-
eration, the President announced yes-
terday his decision to endorse a request
for reinforcements by our commanding
officers in Afghanistan, and I support
his decision. By calling for a surge of
forces in Afghanistan, President
Obama is embracing the counterinsur-
gency strategy that succeeded in Iraq
and, if given a chance, will succeed
again. The war in Afghanistan is a war
of necessity. A decisive victory over
the Taliban and al Qaeda must remain
our unchanging objective.

Now while reinforcements are crit-
ical to achieving victory, the morale of
our troops and the unequivocal support
of those at home is also important. Our
brave men and women in uniform need
to know that those who send them into
battle will stand by them until the bat-
tle is won. Congress should resist the
temptation to impose artificial
timelines for withdrawal or bench-
marks, as they only demoralize our
troops and embolden our enemies. Tell-
ing the enemy when your commitment
to fight will run out is a prescription
for defeat.

Congress should also reject any effort
to pass a tax increase on the backs of
our soldiers. Levying a war surtax at a
time of runaway Federal spending is an
insult to our men and women in uni-
form.

———

THE NEW CONGRESSIONAL TASK
FORCE ON JOB CREATION

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TITUS. Madam Speaker, with
unemployment at a record high in
southern Nevada, it’s critical that we
focus our efforts on creating good jobs
that will put Nevadans back to work.
That’s why I'm proud to have recently
joined the new Congressional Task
Force on Job Creation. This working
group will collect innovative ideas and
formulate legislation that will put peo-
ple back to work across the country
and get our economy moving again.

This effort is especially critical to
strengthening our economy in southern
Nevada. Creating jobs locally will re-
quire innovation in Nevada’s growing
industries, such as renewable energy,
and perhaps a high-speed train, as well
as building a stronger national econ-
omy that puts money back in the pock-
ets of potential visitors who will come
to Nevada and boost our travel and
tourism industry.
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I look forward to joining my col-
leagues on this task force in the com-
ing weeks to find real solutions that
will create jobs for Nevada and the rest
of the country.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. Lo-
RETTA SANCHEZ of California). Pursuant
to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair will
postpone further proceedings today on
motions to suspend the rules on which
a recorded vote or the yeas and nays
are ordered, or on which the vote in-
curs objection under clause 6 of rule
XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

RECOGNIZING THE EXEMPLARY
SERVICE OF THE 30TH INFANTRY
DIVISION DURING WORLD WAR II

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 494) recognizing
the exemplary service of the soldiers of
the 30th Infantry Division (Old Hick-
ory) of the United States Army during
World War II, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 494

Whereas the 30th Infantry Division of the
United States Army was first activated in
October 1917 and originally consisted of Na-
tional Guard units from North Carolina,
South Carolina, Georgia, and Tennessee;

Whereas the 30th Infantry Division was
nicknamed Old Hickory in honor of General
and President Andrew Jackson;

Whereas, when the 30th Infantry Division
was reorganized at Fort Jackson in 1941 for
service in World War II, the division included
two North Carolina National Guard infantry
regiments, one Tennessee National Guard in-
fantry regiment, and other elements;

Whereas, during World War II, the 30th In-
fantry Division landed at Normandy on June
14, 1944, participated in the advance across
Northern France, joined the invasion of the
German Rhineland, defended the Ardennes-
Alsace, and fought to the final defeat of Ger-
many in May 1945;

Whereas the 823rd and the 743rd Tank De-
stroyer Battalions were periodically at-
tached to the 30th Division throughout its
campaign in Europe;

Whereas the 30th Infantry Division played
a Kkey role in the breakout of the Allied
forces from Normandy at St. Lo and the sub-
sequent advance across Northern France;

Whereas the 30th Infantry Division is re-
membered for its role in the defense of
Mortain and St. Barthelmy, France, and Hill
317 against a German counterattack in Au-
gust 1944, actions in which three infantry
regiments of the division (the 117th, 119th,
and 120th) and a part of a fourth regiment
and other elements of the division partici-
pated;

Whereas the 30th Infantry Division also
played a key role stopping the German ad-
vance in the Battle of the Bulge and recap-
tured Malmedy and Stavelot and its vital
bridge over the Ambleve River;

Whereas, in the report prepared for Gen-
eral Dwight D. Eisenhower rating the Amer-
ican combat units that fought in the Euro-
pean Theater, the Army’s official historian,
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S.L.A. Marshall, rated the 30th Division as
first among the infantry divisions that had
performed the most efficient and consistent
battle service, writing that ‘It was the com-
bined judgments of the approximately 35 his-
torical officers who had worked on the
records and in the field that the 30th had
merited this distinction. It was our finding
that the 30th has been outstanding in three
operations and we could consistently rec-
ommend it for citation on any of these occa-
sions. It was further found that it had in no
single instance performed discreditably or
weakly when considering against the average
of the Theater and that in no single oper-
ation had it carried less than its share of the
burden or looked bad when compared to the
forces on its flanks. We were especially im-
pressed with the fact that it consistently
achieved results without undue wastage of
its men.”’;

Whereas, in recognition of its exemplary
service during World War II, the Head-
quarters Company of the 30th Infantry Divi-
sion was awarded the Meritorious Unit Com-
mendation and the French Croix de Guerre;
and

Whereas the proud fighting tradition of the
30th Infantry Division is perpetuated by the
30th Armored Brigade Combat Team, North
Carolina Army National Guard: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives recognizes the exemplary service of the
soldiers of the 30th Infantry Division of the
United States Army during World War II.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. KISSELL) and the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WITTMAN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, I re-
quest unanimous consent for Members
to have the usual 5 days to extend and
revise their comments.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may use.

I rise today with strong and enthusi-
astic support for House Resolution 494.
This resolution honors the history of
the 30th Infantry Division of the
United States Army, a division that
was founded in 1918 during World War I
and extends until today with its serv-
ice in Iraq as we currently speak. I also
especially want to point out a par-
ticular time during August of 1944
when the 30th Infantry Division was
engaged in a battle in Mortain, France,
a battle that proved to be pivotal in
our securing the invasion of Normandy
and a battle which the 30th Division,
for whatever reason, has not fully re-
ceived the credit for their bravery and
the dedication they showed.
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The infantry division that we call the
30th was originally manned by mostly
National Guard folks from North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Ten-
nessee. They took on the nickname of
President Andrew Jackson and called
themselves the ‘‘0Old Hickory’ Divi-
sion, a nickname which they maintain
today.
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This division was reactivated prior to
World War II and served from the inva-
sion of Normandy in which the 230th
Field Artillery of the 30th Division
came ashore on Omaha D-day-plus-1.
The rest of the division came ashore D-
day-plus-2. The units were reunited and
fought almost continuously in the days
and weeks that followed our invasion
of France.

In August of 1944, the much-antici-
pated German counterattack devel-
oped, and the Germans attacked in or
near a town, Mortain, France, a place
where the 30th Division was at that
point protecting our lines.

The generals from Eisenhower on
down, the Allied generals, had grown
concerned that we were not moving
quickly enough to secure the area of
Normandy around our invasion beach-
heads in a way that we could expand
throughout France the way that we
had anticipated and wanted. The Ger-
man counterattack thus came with a
certain amount of concern: Would we
be able to withhold and protect the
land that we had already captured? But
it also came with a certain amount of
opportunity, because if we could hold
off this counterattack, then it would
create an opportunity for us to out-
flank the German Army, a maneuver
that would eventually be called the St.
Lo Breakout. It all depended upon if
the 30th Division, the Old Hickory,
could hold.

And the 30th Division, taking on the
multiple panzer divisions of the Ger-
man Army, did hold. They scattered
into individual units and fought brave-
ly for almost a week. They fought as
our American soldiers have fought in
the past. They fought bravely and were
dedicated against great odds, but they
held. And General Bradley was able to
send General Patton on the flanking
maneuver once again known as the St.
Lo Breakout that once and for all se-
cured our beachhead and launched us
across France toward the end of World
War II.

Eisenhower’s chief historian, S.L.A.
Marshall, called the 30th the ‘“‘most ef-
ficient fighting division in Europe.”
The German Army paid the 30th a
great compliment in referring to them
as ‘“‘Roosevelt’s S.8.”

It’s for these reasons that we want to
honor the 30th and its history and espe-
cially to draw recognition to the battle
of Mortain, France, a time in which the
30th held in a most important time pe-
riod for our invasion to be successful
and secured.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, today I rise in
strong support of House Resolution 494,
which recognizes the service and sac-
rifices of the members of the 30th In-
fantry Division during World War II.
And I want to commend Representative
LARRY KISSELL of North Carolina for
sponsoring this legislation, for his
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leadership, and for his deep passion
concerning the members of the 30th In-
fantry.

The 30th Division was a National
Guard division made up of men from
several States, with many initially
coming from North Carolina and Ten-
nessee. These citizen soldiers estab-
lished a remarkable record in Europe
during the operations from 1944
through the end of the war in May of
1945.

So outstanding were their achieve-
ments that military historians of the
day judged it to be the first among in-
fantry divisions that had performed the
most efficient and consistent battle
service, achieving results without
undue wastage of the lives of men who
served in the 30th.

The commitment of the men of the
30th Division to make the sacrifices
necessary to finish the mission to de-
feat an obvious threat to freedom and
the security of the world should serve
as an example and inspiration to us
today. The Nation provided these men
the resources necessary to win the war
to which they were committed. And
our soldiers, sailors, airmen, and ma-
rines have made the same commitment
to this Nation today. We must heed the
lessons to be learned from the 30th Di-
vision and today fully support our
troops and their families with the re-
sources necessary for them to finish
the job in the wars America is fighting
today.

I urge every Member to support this
resolution.

Madam Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, I
thank my colleague from Virginia for
his support and remarks.

The 30th Division, after its historic
stand at the battle of Mortain, fought
its way into Belgium in the heavy
fighting that took place before the Bat-
tle of the Bulge. They fought in the
Battle of the Bulge. They crossed the
bridge at Remagen, and they shook
hands with the Russians on the Elbe
River at the end of the war.

The 30th Division has returned to its
National Guard identification, cen-
tered mostly once again in North Caro-
lina. The 30th, as I mentioned before, is
currently in Iraq on its second tour of
duty of service to this Nation. So the
great tradition of the 30th, the Old
Hickory Division, that began during
World War I continues today as these
troops, men and women, serve our Na-
tion.

Madam Speaker, on a personal note,
I would like to add that my father,
Richard Henry Kissell, was a sergeant
in the 30th Division. He joined the
Army in the early part of 1941, and he
was with the 30th all the way through.
As a member of the 230th Field Artil-
lery, he stepped ashore on the beaches
of the Omaha D-day-plus-1, and all of
the battles we talked about, my father
was there.

But he was just one of many that
served our Nation in the 30th and all
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the other forces during World War II
that we call the ‘‘Greatest Genera-
tion,” that came back and did so much
to make this Nation the great Nation
that it continues to be today.

So it is with great pride and enthu-
siasm in noting the aspect of the 30th
Division and its relation to not only
my State, to my family, but to the Na-
tion that I encourage all my colleagues
to join in voting for House Resolution
494 honoring the 30th Division.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. KIiSSELL) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 494, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

CONGRATULATING THE SAILORS
OF THE UNITED STATES SUB-
MARINE FORCE

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
129) congratulating the Sailors of the
United States Submarine Force upon
the completion of 1,000 Ohio-class bal-
listic missile submarine (SSBN) deter-
rent patrols.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 129

Whereas the Sailors of the United States
Submarine Force recently completed the
1,000th deterrent patrol of the Ohio-class bal-
listic missile submarine (SSBN);

Whereas this milestone is significant for
the Submarine Force, its crews and their
families, the United States Navy, and the en-
tire country;

Whereas this milestone was reached
through the combined efforts and impressive
achievements of all of the submariners who
have participated in such patrols since the
first patrol of USS Ohio (SSBN 726) in 1982;

Whereas, as a result of the dedication and
commitment to excellence of the Sailors of
the United States Submarine Force, ballistic
missile submarines have always been ready
and vigilant, reassuring United States allies
and deterring anyone who might seek to do
harm to the United States or United States
allies;

Whereas the national maritime strategy of
the United States recognizes the critical
need for strategic deterrence in today’s un-
certain world;

Whereas the true strength of the ballistic
missile submarine lies in the extremely tal-
ented and motivated Sailors who have volun-
tarily chosen to serve in the submarine com-
munity; and

Whereas the inherent stealth, unparalleled
firepower, and nearly limitless endurance of
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the ballistic missile submarine provide a
credible deterrence for any enemies that
would seek to use force against the United
States or United States allies: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress—

(1) congratulates the Sailors of the United
States Submarine Force upon the comple-
tion of 1,000 Ohio-class ballistic missile sub-
marine (SSBN) deterrent patrols; and

(2) honors and thanks the crews of ballistic
missile submarines and their devoted fami-
lies for their continued dedication and sac-
rifice.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. KISSELL) and the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WITTMAN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, I re-
quest unanimous consent for Members
to be able to extend and revise their re-
marks during the next 5 days.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, it is with great en-
thusiasm that I rise in support of
House Concurrent Resolution 129, and I
want to thank Representative DICKS
from Washington for his work in bring-
ing this resolution to the floor. It is an
opportunity for us as a House of Rep-
resentatives to congratulate the Navy
and the sailors of our ballistic sub-
marine fleet upon the completion of
1,000 missions, that’s 1,000 missions of
deterrence and protecting our Nation.
This silent service, the Ohio-class sub-
marine, the highest of technology, the
greatest of sailors, and the most
stealthy of operations, has been in
service protecting our Nation since the
first cruise of the USS Ohio in 1982.

This is not an easy service. Only 5
percent of all our sailors are qualified
to serve in our ballistic submarine
fleet. The highest of technologies and
the advancements that we have seen as
a Nation are represented in this classi-
fication of service also.

Oftentimes, our sailors are on duty
for 77 or more straight days and they
come back then to work 35 days of
maintenance. It puts a tremendous
burden upon them. But, once again,
these are the highest qualified of indi-
viduals that you can find, because
when they are on their ship, they have
to have the knowledge of the tech-
nology to the most minute of details to
be able to service the ship as needed
and to complete the mission. And they
have an A-plus rating for these years of
service during the 1,000 missions that
they have brought to us.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.
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Madam Speaker, I rise today to share
my colleagues’ congratulations to the
sailors of the United States Navy’s
Submarine Force following the comple-
tion of the 1,000th Ohio-class ballistic
missile submarine deterrent patrol.
This is no small feat and has been
made possible only through the com-
bined efforts of our dedicated sailors,
the talented civilians employed at the
Trident Refit and Weapons Facilities,
the disciplined workforce of the naval
reactors, and the industrial base that
has delivered such reliable submarines
and Trident missile systems.

The ballistic missile submarine, or
SSBN, is the critical third leg of our
nuclear triad, and in many ways this
capability is the most stealthy, deliv-
ering unparalleled firepower and near
limitless endurance that poses a sig-
nificant deterrent to potential aggres-
sors armed with nuclear weapons.
Likewise, our allies have relied on the
shield provided by our ballistic missile
submarines, which can operate
unmolested in virtually any part of the
world.

Yet this deterrent capability comes
at a significant personal cost to the
Submarine Force, its crews, and their
families. Since the first patrol of the
USS Ohio in 1982 through today, these
families have endured long periods of
noncommunication with their loved
ones and tense waiting for their safe
return.

Therefore, despite the extraordinary
technological achievement and reli-
ability epitomized by the SSBN, the
true strength of the ballistic sub-
marine lies in the extraordinarily tal-
ented and motivated sailors who have
voluntarily chosen to serve in the sub-
marine community and are among the
most highly skilled, educated, and
trained war fighters in the U.S. mili-
tary.

Today we thank and honor the crews
of the ballistic missile submarines, the
civilian and industrial workforces that
strive to preserve the submarines’ reli-
ability and technological superiority,
and the devoted families of the Sub-
marine Force for their continued dedi-
cation and sacrifice.

Finally, I would like to thank all of
my colleagues who cosponsored this
resolution, especially Representative
Dicks of Washington for drafting this
resolution.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Washington (Mr.
DICKS).

Mr. DICKS. Madam Speaker, I intro-
duced this resolution, H. Con. Res. 129,
to recognize the achievements of the
U.S. Submarine Force for the comple-
tion of the 1,000th Trident strategic de-
terrent patrol earlier this year. It is
fitting that we take a moment to recall
the sacrifices made by these subma-
riners and their families to defend our
freedoms and protect our way of life.
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For over 27 years, Ohio-class ballistic
missile means, or SSBNs, have been
our most survivable form of deterrence.
As a result of the commitment to ex-
cellence by everyone associated with
the SSBN program, our strategic mis-
sile submarines have always been ready
and vigilant, reassuring our allies and
deterring those who might seek to do
us harm. Our ballistic missile sub-
marines provided essential deterrence
during the Cold War, and their con-
tributions will forever be a part of our
Nation’s history. Today, these elite
submarines remain on the front lines of
freedom. Through their silent patrols,
they will preserve peace for many
years to come.

The success of the Trident program
and the protection it continues to pro-
vide is a result of the sacrifices of a
broad array of organizations and indi-
viduals: the submarine industrial base,
which provides the advanced tech-
nologies and highest quality equipment
for these ships; the maintenance facili-
ties and their technicians and engi-
neers who work to a demanding
timeline and under difficult con-
straints to keep these boats ready for
sea; the submarine training facilities
which ensure that our sailors are
trained and ready to perform their mis-
sions under any circumstances; and not
least, the sailors and their families
who dedicate their lives to supporting
our Nation. Their sacrifice year after
year is a large part of our Nation’s
greatness.

Because I come from the Puget
Sound region in the State of Wash-
ington, I have had the opportunity to
watch the successes of the Trident sub-
marine program from its inception.
Back in 1972, the Navy decided that the
Puget Sound would be the west coast
home port for its newest class of stra-
tegic missile submarine, the Ohio-class
submarines, the Ohio-class SSBN.

In August 1982, the lead ship, USS
Ohio, arrived on the Bangor waterfront
to start her operational life. Ohio was
followed by seven more Trident boats,
each taking up its responsibilities in
this strategic defense of our Nation. Of
the original 18 Trident SSBNs in the
U.S. inventory, eight now call the
Puget Sound their home and continue
their crucial strategic deterrent role.

Additionally, after 24 years in oper-
ation, the first four SSBNs—Ohio,
Michigan, Florida, and Georgia—have
been converted into cruise missile sub-
marines. Two of these platforms, Ohio
and Michigan, continue their service
from the Bangor submarine base in this
new role. The remaining six Ohio-class
SSBNs and two cruise missile sub-
marines carry out their essential du-
ties from the naval submarine base at
Kings Bay, Georgia.

It is truly fitting that we recognize
the achievements of our Trident sub-
mariners and their families over the
past 27 years. We look to them to con-
tinue to build upon their legacy of ex-
cellent service to the United States in
the years ahead.
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I want to thank my colleagues, Mr.
KISSELL, Mr. WITTMAN, who have joined
me in supporting this resolution; and I
urge all of my colleagues to support it
with their votes.

I would just add one thing: this is
such an important program—and I
have been on the Defense Appropria-
tions Subcommittee for 31 years—that
we are now starting a follow-on to the
Trident submarine program. And I can
remember when we had great debates
here in the House on whether we should
do a B-2 bomber and whether we should
have an MX missile. The one thing that
we always understood is that the most
survivable element of our strategic
triad were these Trident submarines,
and I commend Admiral Rickover and
all of those who followed him for the
great work that they did in inspiring
these concepts, and it has been of great
value to our country.

So I appreciate the gentleman from
North Carolina yielding to me, and I
appreciate you bringing this resolution
to the floor. And I urge my colleagues
to vote in favor of it. Thank you.

Mr. KISSELL. I would like to, at this
point in time, thank my colleagues
from Virginia (Mr. WITTMAN) and from
Washington (Mr. Dicks) for their words
about this resolution, the importance
of this resolution.

This branch of service in the Navy, to
the crews of the 14, these Ohio-class
submarines, we offer our appreciation
and thanks to the people that make it
work, all of the listings of people that
were given, but especially to the
friends and the families of these crew
members that, without them and their
support for these crews, it would make
this work extremely much harder than
what it is already during the times of
separation and trials that exist upon
the families.

This branch of service remains
strong. It is a clear deterrent to
threats that our Nation may incur. We
once again congratulate this branch of
service on its 1,000th mission of deter-
rence and 1,000th successful mission.

I reserve my time.

Mr. WITTMAN. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

Madam Speaker, I would like to
thank again Mr. DICKS from the State
of Washington and his leadership and
his vision especially as we progress
from the Ohio-class of submarine to the
next generation. He is certainly right,
the Ohio-class has been an integral
part of the triad of the defense of this
Nation. It is critically important that
we plan now for the next generation of
submarine that will eventually replace
the Ohio-class.

And I applaud his vision, his leader-
ship in recognizing the importance of
the Ohio-class but also the efforts that
make sure that we have that next class
that provides for the defense of this
Nation.

And I’d like to thank Mr. KISSELL,
too, for his leadership and his recogni-
tion of the importance of the Ohio-
class submarine and also the impor-
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tance of the next class of the replace-
ment for the Ohio-class for the future
defense of this Nation.

With that, Madam Speaker, I have no
other speakers, and I yield back my
time.

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, at
this point in time I would like to en-
courage all of my colleagues to join in
voting ‘‘aye’ on H. Con. Res. 129 to
honor the Navy once again and the
sailors in the Ohio-class submarines,
the silent service, for its great work
and successful 1,000 missions.

I yield back my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. KIiSSeELL) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the concurrent
resolution, H. Con. Res. 129.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

MILITARY FAMILY MONTH

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 861) supporting
the goals and ideals of National Mili-
tary Family Month, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 861

Whereas military families, through their
sacrifices and their dedication to the United
States and its values, represent the bedrock
upon which the United States was founded
and upon which the country continues to
rely in these perilous and challenging times;
and

Whereas the month of November, which in-
cludes the Veterans Day holiday, was de-
clared by the President on October 30, 2009,
to be Military Family Month: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Mili-
tary Family Month;

(2) recognizes the sacrifices and dedication
of military families and their contributions
to the United States; and

(3) expresses the appreciation to the people
of the United States who observed Military
Family Month with appropriate ceremonies
and activities.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. KISSELL) and the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
WITTMAN) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from North Carolina.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, I re-
quest unanimous consent for Members
to have 5 legislative days in which to
extend and modify their remarks.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I would first like to recognize Con-
gressman ROONEY from Florida for
bringing this resolution to the floor. It
is a very timely resolution and one
that, while we recognize the impor-
tance of our military families all the
time, we certainly want to have the op-
portunity to make it official, so to
speak, for this Congress, this House of
Representatives, to join in that rec-
ognition. So I thank Representative
ROONEY for his efforts.

I also want to commend and thank
President Obama for declaring Novem-
ber to be National Military Family
Month as we support this resolution
that will join in the goals and ideals
that are set forth in this proclamation.

Madam Speaker, we know that our
military families are dedicated but
also face great challenges and difficul-
ties. As our troops have faced repeated
deployments and have gone back into
the field more often than perhaps we
would wish as they serve our country
as we need for them to do, so much of
the burden of this service falls back to
the military family.

But the military families have re-
sponded in incredible ways. They unite
around each other. They support each
other. They help their single-parent
families. They come together in a way
not only to support themselves but to
also support their family members that
are deployed. It is not a surprise that
this happens, because they are an ex-
tension of these men and women that
serve our Nation so heroically.

So with this resolution, H. Res. 861,
we simply want to recognize once again
the work, the dedication, the sacrifice
in how our military families come to-
gether and acknowledge this in a posi-
tive way from the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

I reserve my time.

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
yield to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. ROONEY) for as much time as he
may consume.

Mr. ROONEY. Thank you, Mr.
WITTMAN and Mr. KISSELL, for man-
aging this bill and for Chairman SKEL-
TON and Ranking Member MCKEON for
supporting the National Military Fam-
ily Month resolution.

This resolution is about supporting
our military families. We rightly give
due credit time and time again in this
Chamber to our service men and
women who wear the uniform, espe-
cially now in a time of war. But this
bill goes a step further in recognizing
the spouses and the parents and the
children of those men and women who
serve our country.

As a former Army captain married to
another Army captain, my wife and I
met so many families at just two of our
duty stations at Fort Hood, Texas, and
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West Point, New York. The people that
we came to know in the military were
truly the best people we’ve ever met.
The sacrifice of seeing a loved one off
to war and waiting the days and
months for their return, sending let-
ters, waiting in the middle of the night
for a phone call or an email just to
hear that they’re okay; the sacrifice of
moving time and time again and town
to town and duty station to duty sta-
tion when other families set down
roots much earlier; and, finally, the
sacrifice of a mom and dad seeing their
child putting on a uniform for the first
time and marching at graduation and
the pride that they feel, and sometimes
even the sorrow of receiving a flag that
draped their child’s casket, this resolu-
tion honors them, moms and dads, the
spouses, the children.

I urge Members to support this, and
thank you for yielding, Mr. WITTMAN
and Mr. KISSELL, and for supporting
this bill.

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, I
once again thank Representative ROO-
NEY for bringing this resolution to the
floor. And all of the ideals that he ex-
pressed, I thank him so much for.

I’'ve had the opportunity to speak
with many of our soldiers; and to a per-
son, they tell me that if they just know
their families are being taken care of,
what a relief that is for them to con-
centrate on the duty that we’re asking
for them to perform in wherever the
mission might be.

So once again, I ask for support for
the resolution for a National Military
Family Month, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of House Resolution 861, which
recognizes the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Military Family Month. And I
want to commend Representative Tom
ROONEY of Florida for sponsoring this
legislation.

Twenty years ago, the week of
Thanksgiving was deemed Military
Family Week as part of the Great
American Family Project. And in 1996,
with the support of the Armed Services
YMCA, Military Family Week was ex-
panded into Military Family Month.
And Military Family Month seeks to
recognize the sacrifices of our military
families and the things they do for our
Nation each and every day.
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As we celebrate Veterans Day and
Thanksgiving during the month of No-
vember, it is important that we cele-
brate the critical role of the military
family.

During a time of extended conflict, it
is imperative not only that we stop and
take time to acknowledge the dedica-
tions and sacrifices made by our mili-
tary families every day, but also that
we pause to recognize the strength,
commitment, and courage of the mili-
tary spouse and children of our men
and women serving today.
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Whether deployed overseas or train-
ing at home, the families of our serv-
icemen and -women are the foundation
of our military and proudly represent a
keystone in a strong national defense.
Even though this resolution commemo-
rates 1 month of recognition for our
military families, I believe our mili-
tary families should be praised every
day for their selfless service to Amer-
ica. I urge Members to vote in favor of
this resolution and American military
families.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, I join
with my colleague from Virginia in
recognizing that the service and dedi-
cation of our military families is not
just a 1 month deal; it is something
that occurs every day, and we should
recognize that every day. I ask my col-
leagues to support the resolution, H.
Res. 861.

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today as a proud cosponsor of H. Res.
861, a resolution supporting the goals and
ideals of National Military Family Month.

The families of those who serve our country
on the front lines deserve the admiration and
appreciation of each and every citizen. These
family members often watch their loved ones
travel to faraway lands in support of a cause
and an ideal so much greater than any one in-
dividual. The support given to our service men
and women by their loved ones is irreplace-
able, as it is the foundation for the bravery in-
herent in those who labor steadfastly in the
defense of liberty.

The men and women of the United States
armed services rely on the support and en-
couragement of their families as they strive to
protect the liberties and freedoms we enjoy
every day at home. From the service organi-
zations that provide holiday gifts to the letter
that a parent or sibling writes to a loved one
deployed or stationed abroad, the love and
support of our military families is paramount.
The sacrifices performed by these families
should never be forgotten or diminished be-
cause they represent the very foundation of
the American spirit.

Let us also make certain that we remember
those individuals who are in harm’s way today
in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as those who
have paid the ultimate sacrifice—we are for-
ever grateful for your heroic acts and for your
service to our nation.

The brave men, women, and families who
have and continue to sacrifice for our present
freedoms deserve our fullest support. These
individuals represent our nation’s finest quali-
ties, and they must be treated with the utmost
respect and honor. Recognizing the month of
November as National Military Family Month is
just one small token of our appreciation for the
families and their sons, daughters, brothers,
and sisters who labor steadfastly for the
United States and its undying values of free-
dom and liberty for all. It is my hope that we
will continue to do all we can and more for the
members of our Armed Forces and their fami-
lies.

Madam Speaker, | urge all of my colleagues
to support this resolution.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to applaud the actions of the
House of Representatives in recognizing the
burden which military families bear, and hon-
oring the importance of the sacrifices they
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make. | strongly support H. Res. 861, desig-
nating the month of November, which includes
the Veterans Day holiday, as an appropriate
time to observe National Military Family
Month. As a Member of the House Committee
on Armed Services, | find this resolution to be
of great significance, and | urge my colleagues
to support it.

Military families in my home State of Geor-
gia have suffered the loss of 158 soldiers, 6
of whom were constituents in my district, as a
result of military operations in Iraqg and Af-
ghanistan. Nationwide, military families have
endured the loss of thousands of soldiers. We
owe them our gratitude and recognition for
their service. The men and women who serve
in the Armed Forces are responsible for car-
rying out the invaluable task of keeping our
country safe, and as they fulfill their duties at
home and abroad, they rely, not only on the
political support of fellow citizens, but also on
the emotional support of their families. As we
move forward with important military objectives
in Iraq and Afghanistan, we should not forget
this unseen, but crucial, support. Indeed, the
dedication of military families represents what
is finest about our country. And, with increas-
ing military challenges, this resolution, hon-
oring their commitment, will reaffirm the soli-
darity and unity that provides our country with
strength and resolve as we pass through this
time of trial.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. KisseLL) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 861, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. KISSELL. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

RECOGNIZING IMPORTANCE OF
TEACHING  STUDENTS ABOUT
VETERANS

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res.
897) recognizing the importance of
teaching elementary and secondary
school students about the sacrifices
that veterans have made throughout
the history of the Nation.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 897

Whereas veterans have made innumerable
sacrifices for the freedom and welfare of the
United States and people worldwide;

Whereas in 2008 there were over 23,000,000
veterans in the United States, but many ele-
mentary and secondary school students are
not aware of the efforts veterans have made
to protect our freedoms;

Whereas many elementary and secondary
schools and teachers have held drives in re-
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cent years to collect items to send to vet-
erans, members of the Armed Forces, and
families of such members;

Whereas fewer than half of the Nation’s
high school seniors have a basic knowledge
of American history and the contributions
veterans have made to the Nation’s safety
and security;

Whereas it is important for elementary
and secondary school students to learn about
the history of the Nation and the wars and
missions veterans have participated in and
sacrificed for; and

Whereas elementary and secondary schools
across the Nation host Veterans Day pro-
grams to honor and educate students about
the sacrifices veterans have made: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) recognizes the importance of teaching
elementary and secondary school students,
on Veterans Day and throughout the school
year, about the sacrifices that veterans have
made throughout the history of the Nation;
and

(2) encourages elementary and secondary
schools to engage students in learning about,
and honoring, veterans and the sacrifices
they have made.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. BisHOP) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 5
legislative days during which Members
may revise and extend their remarks
on H. Res. 897.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam
Speaker, I rise in support of H. Res. 897,
and I thank my friend and colleague
from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE) for offer-
ing this legislation. This resolution
recognizes the importance of teaching
elementary and secondary school stu-
dents about the sacrifices veterans
have made throughout our Nation’s
history.

Our country is built on the backbone
of men and women who served in our
Nation’s military forces. Veterans from
all across the Nation sacrifice their
time, energy, and lives for freedoms
that we sometimes take for granted. In
2008, there were over 23 million vet-
erans in the United States, but much of
our Nation’s youth do not fully com-
prehend the commitment our soldiers
undergo on a daily basis. Many times,
veterans leave combat and reintegrate
into society with extreme challenges:
post-traumatic stress disorder, alco-
holism, drug abuse, and homelessness
are just some of the afflictions our dear
veterans face. However, there are a
number of dedicated organizations that
cater and focus direct attention to the
needs of our veterans.

Last month, we commemorated our
veterans on November 11 with Veterans
Day. We remembered heroes for their
fearlessness, their loyalty, and their
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dedication. Their selfless sacrifices
continue to inspire us today as we
work to advance peace and extend free-
dom around the world.

We also remember and honor those
who laid down their lives in freedom’s
defense. These brave men and women
made the ultimate sacrifice for our
benefit, and our country is forever in-
debted to our veterans for their cour-
age and exemplary service.

But today, less than half of the Na-
tion’s high school seniors possess the
basic knowledge of the contribution
veterans have made to our Nation’s
safety and security, and because of
this, I recognize the importance of
teaching the sacrifices veterans have
made for our Nation in the classroom.

Madam Speaker, I again want to sup-
port this resolution and to thank Rep-
resentative GUTHRIE for bringing this
resolution forward. I encourage my col-
leagues to support this resolution.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise today in sup-
port of H. Res. 897 recognizing the im-
portance of teaching elementary and
secondary school students about the
sacrifices that veterans have made
throughout the history of the Nation.
Over the recent Veterans Day holiday,
I was proud to attend many ceremonies
and parades held across my district to
honor our veterans. Through these
events, and many others, students
learn the important role past genera-
tions played in our Nation’s history.
We watch with admiration the accom-
plishments of our servicemen and
-women, both past and present. And as
we come upon another holiday season,
we are thankful for their perseverance
and dedication, and are again reminded
how important our military, their fam-
ilies, and veterans are to our Nation’s
history and future.

I want to share one experience just a
few weeks ago. We finished voting
early, and I went for a walk around the
Capitol on a beautiful fall day. As I was
walking down the Mall, I walked past
the World War II Memorial. I stood
there, and there were older people
looking at the Pacific side and the At-
lantic side, and I was trying to think in
my mind what they were thinking.
Were they remembering a friend or col-
league that didn’t come back? A lot of
them were sharing that experience
with grandchildren or great-grand-
children. You could just see at the me-
morial the pride and the tears in our
veterans.

As I continued to walk, I went down
to the Korean war memorial, and that
is one that my family has personal ex-
perience with. My uncle, 12 years be-
fore I was born, in 1952 was killed. And
so my grandfather and grandmother al-
ways talked about the sacrifice of vet-
erans, particularly losing their oldest
son in the Korean war.

Then further along the Mall there is
the memorial to Abraham Lincoln with
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the Gettysburg Address dedicating a
cemetery to our veterans.

And then the one that is so moving,
as I was walking back, the Vietnam
Wall. As you see families at the Viet-
nam Wall, a lot of them will take a
piece of paper and pencil and will
sketch out the name of someone. As I
was watching them doing that, I was
standing there wondering, is that a
husband that didn’t come home? Is
that a father for a child they never
met?

And then I turned back to get back
for an evening meeting. As you head to
the Capitol, you understand what it is
all about. The thing that you see most
and foremost is the dome over the
building in which we are standing. I re-
member walking back after having
these moments with veterans and re-
membering veterans and looking at the
dome all of the way walking back and
saying, that dome is opportunity, it is
freedom, it is hope. But not just for us;
it is hope for the world. People look to
that dome throughout the world.

It hit me that the Mall is the story of
veterans. And the reason the Mall is
the story of veterans and memorials to
veterans, this country, this Nation and
this dome and this symbol is about
freedom, and we wouldn’t have one
without the other. It was an emotional
day for me as I was walking back.

I have been talking to schools as I
mentioned earlier during Veterans
Day, and one of the things I talked to
them about was about Francis Scott
Key and ‘“The Star-Spangled Banner”
and the history and the actual meaning
of those words in that song. I always
end it with—I will never pretend that I
can improve on Francis Scott Key, but
the last line, It is the land of the free
and the home of the brave, I would say
we need to think it is the land of the
free because of the brave.

I think it is important that our stu-
dents are taught, and in our home
State of Kentucky, Veterans Day is a
school day, but it is mandated that
each school teaches about veterans by
being in session on Veterans Day. I
think it is important that we do this
across this country, and I ask my col-
leagues to support this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I have no further
speakers, and so I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of New York. In closing,
I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution. I want to once again thank
Mr. GUTHRIE for bringing it forward. I
urge support of this resolution.

Mr. SOUDER. Madam Speaker, today | rise
in support of H. Res. 897 recognizing the im-
portance of teaching elementary and sec-
ondary school students about the sacrifices
that veterans have made throughout the his-
tory of the Nation.

While this resolution is new to the House, in
Fort Wayne, Indiana, Holland Elementary
School has made a special effort to recognize
veterans for years. In November 2001, in re-
sponse to the terrorist attacks on September
11, 2001, Holland Elementary School started
their annual Veterans Day Recognition Pro-
gram.
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Created by Principal Mike Caywood (a Viet-
nam veteran himself) and music teacher Jane
Zweinink, the Veterans Day Recognition Pro-
gram invites veterans to come to Holland Ele-
mentary on Veterans Day and share their sto-
ries with students. Principal Caywood has in-
vited veterans from all over the local commu-
nity and specifically veterans from local senior
care homes. Ms. Zweinink has taught students
patriotic songs that are performed for guests
when they came to school. The veterans have
enjoyed seeing the students perform, singing
songs and sharing their patriotic message.

Over the years, Holland Elementary has
seen a decrease in the number of World War
Il vets attending and the Korean and Vietnam
vets are getting older. In response, the school
has proactively reached out to veterans from
Desert Storm, Irag and Afghanistan. They
have also had an increase in the number of
active duty soldiers participating, including
mothers and fathers of students. Many of
these veterans come from the school system
itself. Fort Wayne Community Schools cur-
rently employs over 100 veterans.

Holland Elementary’s Veterans Day Rec-
ognition Program is a great example of how H.
Res. 897 can be implemented. | want to thank
Mr. Caywood and Ms. Zweinink for their hard
work in recognizing local veterans and making
sure elementary students understand the sac-
rifices of generations before them.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
BisHoP) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 897.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————————

AIRLINE FLIGHT CREW TECHNICAL
CORRECTIONS ACT

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (S. 1422) to amend the
Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993
to clarify the eligibility requirements
with respect to airline flight crews.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1422

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Airline
Flight Crew Technical Corrections Act”.

SEC. 2. LEAVE REQUIREMENT FOR AIRLINE
FLIGHT CREWS.

(a) INCLUSION OF AIRLINE FLIGHT CREWS.—
Section 101(2) of the Family and Medical
Leave Act of 1993 (29 U.S.C. 2611(2)) is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following:

‘(D) AIRLINE FLIGHT CREWS.—

‘‘(i) DETERMINATION.—For purposes of de-
termining whether an employee who is a
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flight attendant or flight crewmember (as
such terms are defined in regulations of the
Federal Aviation Administration) meets the
hours of service requirement specified in
subparagraph (A)(ii), the employee will be
considered to meet the requirement if—

“(I) the employee has worked or been paid
for not less than 60 percent of the applicable
total monthly guarantee, or the equivalent,
for the previous 12-month period, for or by
the employer with respect to whom leave is
requested under section 102; and

‘‘(IT) the employee has worked or been paid
for not less than 504 hours (not counting per-
sonal commute time or time spent on vaca-
tion leave or medical or sick leave) during
the previous 12-month period, for or by that
employer.

‘(ii) FiLE.—Each employer of an employee
described in clause (i) shall maintain on file
with the Secretary (in accordance with such
regulations as the Secretary may prescribe)
containing information specifying the appli-
cable monthly guarantee with respect to
each category of employee to which such
guarantee applies.

‘‘(iii) DEFINITION.—In this subparagraph,
the term ‘applicable monthly guarantee’
means—

‘(I for an employee described in clause (i)
other than an employee on reserve status,
the minimum number of hours for which an
employer has agreed to schedule such em-
ployee for any given month; and

‘“(IT) for an employee described in clause (i)
who is on reserve status, the number of
hours for which an employer has agreed to
pay such employee on reserve status for any
given month,
as established in the applicable collective
bargaining agreement or, if none exists, in
the employer’s policies.”.

(b) CALCULATION OF LEAVE FOR AIRLINE
FLIGHT CREWS.—Section 102(a) of the Family
and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (29 U.S.C.
2612(a)) is amended by adding at the end the
following:

() CALCULATION OF LEAVE FOR AIRLINE
FLIGHT CREWS.—The Secretary may provide,
by regulation, a method for calculating the
leave described in paragraph (1) with respect
to employees described in section 101(2)(D).”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. BisHOP) and the gen-
tleman from Kentucky (Mr. GUTHRIE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 5
legislative days in which Members may
revise and extend and insert extra-
neous materials on S. 1422 into the
RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I rise in strong support of S. 1422, the
Airline Flight Crew Technical Correc-
tions Act, which is almost identical to
H.R. 912 which the House passed in Feb-
ruary. I am proud to be the principal
author and principal sponsor of H.R.
912, and I was delighted to see it garner
such support in the House of Rep-
resentatives.
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The Family Medical Leave Act has
been a great program for working fami-
lies in this country since it was passed
in 1993. No one can question the benefit
as provided for working women and
men by being able to take time off
from work to care for themselves or
family members.

The intent of the law was to provide
for 12 weeks of unpaid leave if an em-
ployee has worked 60 percent of a full-
time schedule over the past year,
which is about 1,250 hours. In order to
qualify for FMLA coverage, therefore,
an employee has to have logged in 1,250
hours over 12 months to be eligible.
While 1,250 hours adequately reflects 60
percent of a full-time schedule for the
vast majority of employees in this
country, that equation does not work
for flight attendants and pilots.

Flight attendants and pilots work
under the Railway Labor Act rather
than the Fair Labor Standards Act,
which covers most 9 to 5 workers. Time
between flights, whether during the
day or on overnight layovers, is based
on company scheduling requirements
and needs but does not count towards
crewmember time at work. Flight at-
tendants and pilots can spend up to 4 to
5 days a week away from home and
family due to the nature of their job.
However, all those hours will not count
towards qualification.

The courts have strictly interpreted
the law and insisted that crewmembers
must abide by the 1,250 hours for quali-
fication even though the intent of the
law was 60 percent of a full-time sched-
ule.

Airline flight crews have been left
out of what was intended to cover
them. Therefore, a technical correction
is needed to ensure that FMLA benefits
are extended to these employees. This
legislation seeks to clarify the intent
of the law.

This legislation simply states that an
airline crewmember will be eligible for
FMLA benefits if they have worked or
been paid at least 60 percent of the ap-
plicable total monthly guarantee or
the equivalent for the previous 12-
month period and a minimum of 504
hours.

0 1115

In keeping with current law, any
sick, vacation, or commuting time
does not count towards the required
number of hours. This brings these
transportation workers in line with the
intent of the original legislation, and
as promised, when the law was first
passed.

Last Congress, during an Education
and Labor Committee hearing, we
heard from Jennifer Hunt, a flight at-
tendant for U.S. Airways. Jennifer was
denied FMLA coverage when she ap-
plied to take time off to care for her ill
husband, an Iraq war vet. Jennifer, un-
fortunately, like many other flight at-
tendants and pilots as well, did not
meet the hourly requirement.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation so that flight attendants
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like Jennifer can qualify for the
FMLA.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself as much time as I might
consume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
S. 1422, the Airline Flight Crew Tech-
nical Corrections Act. This bill is a
companion to H.R. 912, which this
House approved in February on a voice
vote. The bill we consider today con-
tains a few minor changes to the
House-passed legislation made in the
other body and is equally deserving of
support.

As we have heard, this legislation is
needed to address a very narrow, very
specific concern. At issue is the fact
that some airline personnel are subject
to a unique scheduling process in which
they are paid for being on-call, but in
some cases are not credited with those
hours in the calculation used for Fam-
ily and Medical Leave Act eligibility.
The practical impact of this techni-
cality is that some flight crew per-
sonnel may work a full-time schedule
but fail to qualify for family and med-
ical leave. This is a real concern for
those grappling with health conditions
or family obligations.

Many Members have been uneasy
about efforts to open up the Family
and Medical Leave Act for small
changes when it is clear that broader
reforms are necessary. The FMLA has
worked well for 16 years, offering work-
ers the flexibility to tend to their own
health or care for a loved one in their
time of need without fear of losing
their job. But despite the law’s many
successes, it has also become clear that
changes are needed. The realities of to-
day’s workplaces are different from
those of a decade and a half ago. Courts
have offered evolving interpretations,
and, as is often the case with such a
sweeping change to employment law,
there have been unintended con-
sequences for both employers and em-
ployees.

I know the majority has worked with
Members on our side of the aisle to
craft legislation carefully and avoid
some of the pitfalls that could come
with piecemeal reform of FMLA. I
want to thank them for ensuring this
bill does exactly what it intends, no
more and no less. The bill before us
today, in fact, clarifies further several
narrow points contained in the House-
passed bill and ensures that these are
truly technical corrections.

I hope Members will join me in sup-
porting this bill and sending it to the
President for his signature.

With that, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam
Speaker, may I ask if the gentleman
from Kentucky has any further speak-
ers?

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, we
have no further speakers, and with
that, I will yield back.

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam
Speaker, let me just observe that we
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have been working on this bill now for
approximately 2 years. I am delighted
that we are now at the point where we
are on the verge of passage and moving
this bill to the President for his signa-
ture.

I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation, and with that, I yield back
the balance of my time as well.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
BisHOP) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1422.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
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CJ’S HOME PROTECTION ACT OF
2009

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 320) to amend the National
Manufactured Housing Construction
and Safety Standards Act of 1974 to re-
quire that weather radios be installed
in all manufactured homes manufac-
tured or sold in the United States.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 320

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“CJ’s Home
Protection Act of 2009”".

SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL FINDINGS.

The Congress finds that—

(1) nearly 20,000,000 Americans live in man-
ufactured homes, which often provide a more
accessible and affordable way for many fami-
lies to buy their own homes;

(2) manufactured housing plays a vital role
in providing housing for low- and moderate-
income families in the United States;

(3) NOAA Weather Radio (NWR) is a na-
tionwide network of radio stations broad-
casting continuous weather information di-
rectly from a nearby National Weather Serv-
ice (NWS) office, and broadcasts NWS warn-
ings, watches, forecasts, and other all-hazard
information 24 hours a day;

(4) the operators of manufactured housing
communities should be encouraged to pro-
vide a safe place of shelter for community
residents or a plan for the evacuation of
community residents to a safe place of shel-
ter within a reasonable distance of the com-
munity for use by community residents in
times of severe weather, including tornados
and high winds, and local municipalities
should be encouraged to require approval of
these plans;

(5) the operators of manufactured housing
communities should be encouraged to pro-
vide a written reminder semiannually to all
owners of manufactured homes in the manu-
factured housing community to replace the
batteries in their weather radios; and

(6) weather radio manufacturers should in-
clude, in the packaging of weather radios, a
written reminder to replace the batteries
twice each year and written instructions on
how to do so.

SEC. 3. FEDERAL MANUFACTURED HOME CON-
STRUCTION AND SAFETY STANDARD.

Section 604 of the National Manufactured

Housing Construction and Safety Standards
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Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5403) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

‘(1) WEATHER RADIOS.—

‘(1) CONSTRUCTION AND SAFETY STAND-
ARD.—The Federal manufactured home con-
struction and safety standards established
by the Secretary under this section shall re-
quire that each manufactured home deliv-
ered for sale shall be supplied with a weather
radio inside the manufactured home that—

‘“(A) is capable of broadcasting emergency
information relating to local weather condi-
tions;

‘(B) is equipped with a tone alarm;

“(C) is equipped with Specific Alert Mes-
sage Encoding, or SAME technology; and

‘(D) complies with Consumer Electronics
Association (CEA) Standard 2009-A (or cur-
rent revision thereof) Performance Specifica-
tion for Public Alert Receivers.

¢“(2) LIABILITY PROTECTIONS.—No aspect of
the function, operation, performance, capa-
bilities, or utilization of the weather radio
required under this subsection, or any in-
structions related thereto, shall be subject
to the requirements of section 613 or 615 or
any regulations promulgated by the Sec-
retary pursuant to the authority under such
sections.”.

SEC. 4. ESTABLISHMENT.

Not later than the expiration of the 90-day
period beginning on the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the consensus committee
established pursuant to section 604(a)(3) of
the National Manufactured Housing Con-
struction and Safety Standards Act of 1974
(42 U.S.C. 5304(a)(3)) shall develop and submit
to the Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment a proposed Federal manufactured
home construction and safety standard re-
quired under section 604(i) of such Act (as
added by the amendment made by section 3
of this Act). Notwithstanding section
604(a)(5)(B) of such Act, the Secretary of
Housing and Urban Development shall issue
a final order promulgating the standard re-
quired by such section 604(i) not later than
the expiration of the 90-day period beginning
upon receipt by the Secretary of the pro-
posed standard developed and submitted by
the consensus committee.

SEC. 5. STUDY.

The Secretary of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment shall conduct a study regarding con-
ditioning the applicability of the require-
ment under the amendment made by section
3 of this Act (relating to supplying weather
radios in manufactured homes) on the geo-
graphic location at which a manufactured
home is placed, but only to the extent that
such requirement applies to new manufac-
tured homes and new site-built homes. In
conducting such study and making deter-
minations under the study, the Secretary
shall take into consideration severe weather
conditions, such as high winds and flooding,
and wind zones and other severe weather
data available from the National Weather
Service. Not later than the expiration of the
18-month period beginning on the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
complete the study and submit a report re-
garding the results of the study to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services of the House of
Representatives and to the Committee on
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of the
Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATERS) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WITTMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I ask

unanimous consent that all Members
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may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this legislation and to insert
extraneous material thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself as much time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, before I begin my
remarks, I would like to thank the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. ELLSWORTH)
for his continued leadership on this
issue, and for authoring the legislation
that is before us today.

H.R. 320, the CJ’s Home Protection
Act of 2009, is named after CJ Martin,
a 2-year old boy who was Kkilled when
an F3 tornado struck his manufactured
home in 2005. Over 8 million families
rely on manufactured housing to fulfill
their housing needs. However, many
manufactured homes, particularly
those built before 1994, are incapable of
withstanding the winds of a tornado,
which can reach up to 200 miles. In

2008, 45 percent of tornado-related
deaths occurred in manufactured
homes.

H.R. 320 would provide a much-need-
ed safety component to manufactured
homes by requiring that they be
equipped with weather radios that can
inform families ahead of time that po-
tentially dangerous weather is on the
way. With this information, families
can take appropriate action to protect
themselves in the event of dangerous
weather. These radios can be provided
at a minimal cost—less than $50 in
most cases—and are a small price to
pay for saving even one life.

In addition, given the government’s
reliance on manufactured housing to
meet the temporary housing needs of
families displaced by natural disasters
such as Hurricane Katrina, this kind of
housing is becoming more and more
critical to the lives of many Ameri-
cans. It is crucial that this housing be
safe and secure over the long term be-
cause, as we have seen in the aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina, the Federal Gov-
ernment can be lax in funding and find-
ing permanent housing solutions for
families temporarily living in these
housing units.

The House already passed this legis-
lation during the 110th Congress, and I
hope that the Senate joins us in send-
ing a bill to the President for his signa-
ture. I urge my colleagues to support
this legislation.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in support of
H.R. 320, CJ’s Home Protection Act of
2009. I would like to thank the chair-
man for his assistance in expediting
this important bill to the floor. And I'd
like to thank my colleague and author
of the legislation, the gentleman from
Indiana (Mr. ELLSWORTH), for putting
this bill together.

December 2, 2009

This bipartisan bill amends the Man-
ufactured Housing Construction and
Safety Standards Act of 1974 by requir-
ing the installation of a National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration
weather radio in all manufactured
homes built or sold in the United
States. These weather radios will pro-
vide immediate broadcast of severe
weather warnings and civil emergency
messages, including tornado and flood
warnings, AMBER alerts for child ab-
ductions, and chemical spill notifica-
tions.

The legislation is named in memory
of CJ Martin, a 2-year-old boy who was
killed during a tornado in southwest
Indiana in 2005. His mother, Kathryn,
helped pass a State law requiring the
manufactured housing industry to in-
stall NOAA weather radios in all newly
built units and spoke at the news con-
ference in support of similar Federal
legislation. Manufactured housing in
this country has replaced a lot of sub-
standard housing, and it provides very
affordable housing. It is clean, and it
provides an extraordinarily good home.

Despite rapid advances in tornado
warning technologies, residents of
manufactured housing communities
often do not have adequate access to
proper shelter. Many residents of
homes have a place to go in the event
of a tornado, whether it is a basement
or an interior room. That is why Con-
gress passed the Tornado Shelters Act,
which was signed into law in 2003. That
bipartisan bill authorized communities
using community development block
grant monies to construct or improve
tornado-safe shelters located in manu-
factured housing parks. Unfortunately,
this program is not used often enough.

H.R. 320 represents the final link in
protecting families and residents in
these communities. These weather ra-
dios will get warnings out, sometimes
as much as half an hour or more before
a severe storm arrives. We have the
ability to build shelters. Now we are
going to give residents an opportunity
to hear these warnings earlier so they
can take shelter from these storms.
The cost of installing these radios is
minimal, and this is going to save
lives. It is going to save families.

We will never go back and know
whether CJ could have survived had
this legislation been passed. We do
know, though, by talking to people
throughout the United States that
these radios have in many, many cases
already saved lives and will save lives
if we install them in manufactured
housing. We have a shot at signifi-
cantly reducing over half of the deaths
from tornadoes simply by taking the
step together and passing this legisla-
tion. I again want to commend the
chairman and ranking member for ex-
peditiously moving this legislation,
and I commend the Member from Indi-
ana (Mr. ELLSWORTH) for his thought-
fulness and his care and passion and
dedication to this issue.

With that, Madam Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.
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Ms. WATERS. I yield such time as he
may consume to the gentleman from
Indiana, the author of this bill, Rep-
resentative ELLSWORTH.

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Madam Speaker, I
rise today in support of CJ’s Home Pro-
tection Act, H.R. 320. The House’s con-
sideration of this public safety legisla-
tion today—Ilegislation which would re-
quire a NOAA weather radio be in-
stalled in all manufactured homes
built and sold in this country—is a con-
tinuation of an effort we started 2
years ago. Back in 2007, the House
passed this bill by voice vote, and I
hope it will receive broad support again
today.

At 2 a.m. on the morning of Novem-
ber 6, 2005, an F3 tornado touched down
in my district in southwest Indiana.
The tornado hit a manufactured hous-
ing community after most people had
gone to sleep, and it tragically took 25
lives, Hoosier lives in Vanderburgh and
Warrick County. These lives might
have been saved if the victims knew of
the dangerous storm that was ap-
proaching.

CJ, a loving and playful 2-year-old
boy, was one of the victims that night.
CJ and 24 other victims, including his
grandmother and great grandmother,
are the reason why I'm here today. His
picture is a reminder of the heart-
breaking loss that severe weather can
bring to families and communities
throughout this country. All too fre-
quently this loss comes with little or
no warning.

Madam Speaker, I was the sheriff of
the county back in 2005, and my de-
partment oversaw the recovery effort
in the aftermath of this horrendous
storm. The horror and devastation the
storm left behind is something I will
remember the rest of my life. That is
why this bill is so important to me and
many others.

While CJ is the inspiration for this
important public safety legislation,
Kathryn Martin, CJ’s mother, is the
leader in the effort. In the months
after the storm, Kathryn channeled her
pain and suffering toward an effort to
pass similar legislation in the State of
Indiana. Kathryn would not be denied.
She was successful in getting the bill
passed, and because of the awareness
she raised about weather radios, the
people in my hometown of Evansville,
Indiana, have the most weather radios
in households per capita in the United
States.

When I first met Kathryn, I promised
her that if I ever came to Congress 1
would introduce Federal legislation to
do the same thing that she was trying
to push in our State. The bill before us
today is a fulfillment of that promise.
CJ’s Home Protection Act amends the
Federal Manufactured Home Construc-
tion and Safety Standard to require
that each manufactured home deliv-
ered for sale shall be supplied with a
weather radio inside the manufactured
home.

One might question that when not
every area of the country endures the

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

same dangerous tornado season, why
should this be a national standard?
While it’s true that some regions en-
counter more tornadoes than others,
extreme weather exists everywhere. A
tornado took CJ’s life. But for another
child living in California, it could be a
wildfire or a mudslide. For a child liv-
ing in Texas, it could be a flash flood.
Also, it should be added that NOAA
weather radios are used to put out
AMBER alerts. The radio must be ca-
pable of broadcasting emergency infor-
mation related to local weather condi-
tions, equipped with a tone alarm and
specific alert message encoding, and
comply with Consumer Electronics As-
sociation standards for public receiv-
ers.

Like a smoke detector, these inex-
pensive devices can provide families
with the warning they need to take ac-
tion and protect themselves when se-
vere weather strikes. This bill is about
improving public safety, plain and sim-
ple. It’s not about demonizing the man-
ufactured housing industry. Kathryn
and John Martin and the other resi-
dents of this community love their
homes, and the manufactured houses
provide affordable, high-quality homes
for thousands of American families.
I'm a strong supporter of manufactured
housing. I see this legislation as adding
one more feature to enhance the safety
features of these structures.

Before 1 conclude my remarks,
Madam Speaker, I'd like to thank
Chairman BARNEY FRANK and his staff
at the Financial Services Committee
for their efforts to move this legisla-
tion forward. This bill would not be
where it is today without the strong
support of Ranking Member SPENCER
BACHUS. He has been a vocal advocate
for this cause from the very beginning.
Thank you very much. I would also
like to thank Congressman DENNIS
MOORE and Congresswoman KAY
GRANGER for their support as original
cosponsors. Finally, I'd like to thank
my good friend from Indiana, Congress-
man JOE DONNELLY, who was helpful
throughout the entire process.

I urge my colleagues to support this
important public safety legislation.
The cost of a NOAA weather radio is a
mere $30 to $80, and for that price we
can improve the safety of so many peo-
ple from the sudden threat of extreme
weather.

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, in closing, I do want
to thank Ranking Member BACHUS. He
has done a tremendous job in pushing
forth this bill, along with the chair-
man. And I also want to thank again
Mr. ELLSWORTH for his passion and his
leadership on this issue. We all know
that we dread times of storm. We've
just gone through one in Virginia
where, luckily, we didn’t lose any lives.
But we all know that when there are
ways to prevent death and destruction,
we ought to act in that way. Mr. ELLS-
WORTH and his leadership, seeing the
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need, seeing where we can save lives,
stood up, assumed that leadership role
and has really done, I think, a great
thing for folks that have manufactured
homes throughout the United States.
Again, thank you for your leadership.
And thank you again to Mr. BACHUS,
the ranking member, for his leadership
on this and to the chairman for push-
ing this important legislation through.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam Speaker,
| rise today to applaud the actions of the
House of Representatives in addressing the
need to install weather radios in all manufac-
tured homes manufactured or sold in the
United States to ensure the safety of all Amer-
icans. This bill, named after a 2-year-old boy
whose life was taken away when a tornado
struck his community in 2005, will allow resi-
dents to receive more timely warnings about
imminent severe weather. Accordingly, the bill
ensures that each manufactured home deliv-
ered for sale in the United States be supplied
with a weather radio.

Nearly 20,000,000 Americans live in manu-
factured homes. Because manufactured
homes are more affordable than traditional
homes, they are a viable housing option for
low and moderate-income families. With the
state of the economy, manufactured homes
have become a more accessible and afford-
able way for many families to purchase their
own homes. Thus, weather radios are essen-
tial as they provide immediate broadcast warn-
ings of severe weather, such as floods, tor-
nados, and high winds.

In March of 2009 a surprise tornado struck
the City of Atlanta and caused millions of dol-
lars worth of damage. Tornadoes can strike in
many parts of the country, including places
where they are rare, such as Atlanta. This is
why the CJ’s Home Protection Act of 2009 is
an important piece of legislation that will save
lives. | support this legislation and urge my
colleagues to do the same.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, 1
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATERS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 320.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

TEMPORARY FORBEARANCE FOR
FAMILIES AFFECTED BY CON-
TAMINATED DRYWALL

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
197) encouraging banks and mortgage
servicers to work with families af-
fected by contaminated drywall to
allow temporary forbearance without
penalty on payments on their home
mortgages, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:
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H. CoN. RES. 197

Whereas since January 2009 over 1,300 cases
of contaminated drywall have been reported
from 26 States and the District of Columbia;

Whereas noxious gases released from con-
taminated drywall can cause serious health
effects involving the upper respiratory tract,
such as bloody noses, rashes, sore throats,
and burning eyes;

Whereas toxins released from contami-
nated drywall can corrode metals inside the
home, such as air conditioning coils and
electrical wiring;

Whereas the dangers and health risks
posed by contaminated drywall have forced
thousands of families out of their homes and
into temporary living situations, and many
such families are unable to afford an addi-
tional financial burden;

Whereas because of cases of contaminated
drywall, some Americans who pay their
mortgages on time are now suffering from
both financial problems and health com-
plications at no fault of their own; and

Whereas banks and mortgage servicers can
help families affected by contaminated
drywall by taking into account, with respect
to their mortgage payments, the financial
burdens imposed by the need to respond to
this problem: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress encour-
ages banks and mortgage servicers to work
with families affected by contaminated
drywall by considering adjustments to mort-
gage payment schedules that take these fi-
nancial burdens into account.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. WATERS) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. WITTMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this legislation and to insert
extraneous material thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California?

There was no objection.

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I
yield to myself as much time as I may
consume.

Madam Speaker, America’s home-
owners are currently facing the worst
economic crisis in recent memory.
Foreclosures are up. Home prices have
declined and many homeowners now
owe more on their homes than they are
worth. These economic challenges have
been made worse by health and safety
issues many homeowners are now fac-
ing due to the installation of Chinese
drywall in their homes. Since 2007, the
Consumer Product Safety Commission
has received over 2,100 reports from 32
States detailing health and safety
problems associated with Chinese
drywall. Health problems include asth-
ma attacks, headaches, irritated eyes
and skin and bloody noses.

] 1145
Regarding home safety, homeowners
are seeing their appliances shut down

and have witnessed the piping and wir-
ing in their homes turn black from cor-
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rosion. This is because of the highly
toxic chemicals that are in Chinese
drywall. A recent CPSC study found
high levels of hydrogen sulfide and
formaldehyde in the air of homes built
with Chinese drywall. As these are
highly corrosive and dangerous chemi-
cals, the CPSC is now advising home-
owners with homes built with Chinese
drywall to spend as much time out-
doors and in the fresh air as possible.
In the meantime, homeowners are des-
perate to remove these toxic building
materials from their homes. Some have
even moved out of their homes in order
to complete the repairs. Unfortunately,
due to the current economic -crisis,
many families cannot afford to pay
their mortgage and pay the rent on a
second home.

The resolution before us today calls
on the Nation’s mortgage servicers to
work with homeowners living in homes
affected by Chinese drywall by pro-
viding a temporary forbearance of their
mortgage in order to assist them in af-
fording the cost of renting a second
home while their primary residence is
treated.

Madam Speaker, this is a common-
sense resolution. It’s long overdue. As I
mentioned earlier, America’s home-
owners are dealing with the brunt of
the economic crisis head on. Those
dealing with Chinese drywall are espe-
cially vulnerable and need for their
mortgage servicers to step up to the
plate to assist them in dealing with
this health and safety issue.

I would like to thank the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. NYE) for offering
this solution. I would like to note that
the Senate has already passed a con-
current resolution, and I hope that my
colleagues in the House can show their
support for America’s homeowners by
doing the same.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. WITTMAN. I yield myself such
time as I may consume.

I'd like to thank my colleague from
Virginia (Mr. NYE) for introducing this
legislation to encourage financial and
lending institutions to work with
homeowners affected by toxic drywall.
I would also like to thank the chair-
man and ranking member of the Finan-
cial Services Committee for bringing
this resolution to the floor.

As of Friday, November 20, 2009, the
Consumer Product Safety Commission
had received nearly 2,100 complaints
from homeowners in 32 States and the
District of Columbia. The Common-
wealth of Virginia and particularly the
Hampton Roads region has been hit
hard, and many homeowners are facing
significant health problems and finan-
cial ruin because of the presence of
toxic drywall in their homes.

The complaints to the Consumer
Product Safety Commission, which
began sometime in 2006, include a rot-
ten egg smell within the home; health
concerns such as irritated and itchy
eyes and skin; difficulty in breathing;
persistent cough; runny noses; recur-
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rent headaches, sinus infections, nose
bleeds, and asthma attacks; and black-
ened and corroded metal components in
electrical systems and air conditioning
units.

In October, I toured the homes of sev-
eral constituents affected by the toxic
drywall in the Hollymeade subdivision
in Newport News and saw firsthand
how toxic drywall has put the health
and financial well-being of numerous
families at risk. I met with these folks
again last week to be updated on their
current predicament. These home-
owners, many of whom served or who
are serving our country in the Armed
Forces, cannot afford to carry a mort-
gage on a home that is uninhabitable
and make arrangements to pay rent or
pay a mortgage on a second home to
keep their families safe. Many of these
families are juggling the burdens of
having a deployed spouse or a spouse
preparing for deployment and an addi-
tional financial burden such as a move
out of an impacted home, foreclosure,
or loss of insurance coverage. All of
these would be devastating to these
families.

This resolution encourages banks to
allow for a temporary forbearance
without penalty on payments on their
home mortgages. This would give
homeowners the time they need to
work out a more permanent solution.
My office is currently working with
seven homeowners who are seeking as-
sistance from their lenders.

Again, I would like to thank my col-
league from Virginia (Mr. NYE) for in-
troducing this legislation, and I strong-
ly urge my colleagues to support it.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. WATERS. I yield the balance of
my time to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. NYE).

Mr. NYE. I thank my colleague very
much for yielding.

Madam Speaker, I stand here today
to raise awareness about a problem af-
fecting hundreds of families in Hamp-
ton Roads, Virginia, and thousands
across the United States: the problem
of toxic Chinese drywall. Chinese
drywall has induced serious health
problems, created severe financial
hardships, and driven thousands of
American families from their homes.

Since January 2009, over 1,300 cases
have been reported from now over 26
States and the District of Columbia. I
have seen firsthand the physical, emo-
tional, and financial burden toxic Chi-
nese drywall creates. Just the other
month I visited homes in my district
that had the drywall installed. The
toxins released by the drywall reeked
of rotten eggs and had corroded the
electrical wiring of the homes. In fact,
there are homes that have had to re-
place expensive air conditioning units,
televisions, microwaves, and other val-
uable appliances several times because
of the harmful chemicals contained in
the drywall.

Toxic Chinese drywall can also cause
deep coughs, bloody noses, and severe
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eye irritation. And those are just the
short-term health effects that we know
about. I wouldn’t be surprised if even
more serious health effects are soon
found. Affected families have been left
with an impossible choice: live in a
home and put their family at risk, or
shell out tens, if not hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars, to replace the drywall.
While some more fortunate families
have been able to get help from friends,
relatives and neighbors, many others
have moved into rental housing, forc-
ing them to pay both rent and the
mortgage on the contaminated home.
At a time when the economy is already
struggling, this hardship is more than
families can sustain.

Today, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this resolution encouraging banks
and mortgage servicers to work with
their customers by allowing a grace pe-
riod on their mortgage payments until
they get back on their feet. Many
banking institutions have already vol-
untarily provided mortgage
forbearances for many of their cus-
tomers, and I applaud the benevolence
of these institutions. This can be a life-
saver for affected families.

Madam Speaker, as we work to cre-
ate long-term solutions, we must also
find a way to give these families some
relief now. I want to thank my friends
Mr. WEXLER and Mrs. MCCARTHY; my
colleague from Virginia (Mr. WITTMAN);
Mr. BUCHANAN; as well as Ms. WATERS
and Chairman FRANK for working with
me on this important legislation, and I
hope the rest of my colleagues will join
me in its support.

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. WITTMAN. I yield myself the
balance of my time.

I want to echo the comments of Mr.
NYE from Virginia. Having visited a
number of these homes, the health ef-
fects from this toxic drywall are very
apparent. The sulfur there is pungent.
Just in the time that I spent there, 1
experienced some of the same systems,
runny nose, itchy eyes, irritation of
the lungs, a cough; and that was just in
the very short period of time of about
2 hours. I can only imagine what those
families have to endure under those
conditions and living in those homes.
So our hearts and minds and concerns
go out to them.

Last week, the Consumer Product
Safety Commission released the results
of their most recent study of 51 homes.
There was a lot of effort to try to get
the Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion to do a study on this toxic
drywall. Their study did not find any-
thing now that is conclusive about the
health effects of drywall, but the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission did
commit to continue the study because
we all believe that just looking at 51
homes doesn’t look at the full scope of
this problem. This problem is in over
2,100 instances, and we know there are
more across 32 States. So they’ve com-
mitted to work continually to identify
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which compounds could be causing
these health problems.

Their study found a strong associa-
tion between the problem drywall, the
hydrogen sulfide level in homes with
that drywall, and corrosion in these
homes. These two preliminary studies
of corrosion of metal components
taken from homes containing the prob-
lem drywall found copper sulfide corro-
sion in the initial samples tested,
which supports the finding of an asso-
ciation between hydrogen sulfide and
the corrosion.

Ongoing laboratory tests continue to
investigate the nexus between safety
and the short- and long-term effects of
such corrosion not only on the homes,
but it should also be looking at the ef-
fects on individuals that inhabit those
homes. Based on these studies com-
pleted to date, the interagency task
force can begin a new phase by devel-
oping a protocol to identify homes with
corrosive drywall and a process to ad-
dress the corrosive drywall and its ef-
fects.

I urge the task force to work expedi-
tiously to complete the study phase
and to release its protocols for identi-
fying impacted homes and for remedi-
ation. This resolution will give home-
owners the time they need to make de-
cisions based on the Consumer Product
Safety Commission studies and proto-
cols for a more permanent solution to
their situation.

Mr. FORBES. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in strong support of H. Con. Res. 197, to en-
courage banks and mortgage servicers to
work with families affected by contaminated
drywall to allow temporary forbearance without
penalty on payment on their home mortgages.
| am a proud cosponsor of this Resolution.

Along with thousands of affected home-
owners across the country, my constituents
are waiting for answers on the potential health
and safety hazards posed by toxic drywall im-
ported from China between 2004 and 2007.
The corrosion of electrical wiring, home appli-
ance failure, the emission of strong odorous
gases, and health problems such as head-
aches, nausea, and throat irritation, are just
some of the commonly reported problems as-
sociated with Chinese drywall.

Although a federal Interagency Task Force
has been investigating this problem for nearly
one year, suffering homeowners have still not
been provided federal guidelines for inspection
or remediation of their homes containing Chi-
nese drywall. Basic questions remain unan-
swered, such as whether these homes are
safe for people to reside in; whether Chinese
drywall may combine with other common
home fixtures or chemicals to cause additional
harms. Homeowners continue to wait for an-
swers from their government. Despite nearly
2,000 reported cases of Chinese drywall to the
Consumer Product Safety Commission, and
untold thousands more still unreported, com-
mittees in the House of Representatives have
yet to hold one investigative hearing on the
matter. Members deserve the opportunity to
hear from expert witnesses across the spec-
trum of this growing crisis. Health, financial,
safety, and legal ramifications need to be ex-
plored in depth so that appropriate action may
be taken on behalf of so many American
homeowners and affected businesses.
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Madam Speaker, H. Con. Res. 197 is a step
in the right direction. At this juncture, it is im-
portant that all those impacted by this drywall,
from homeowners and builders to developers
and banks and mortgage companies, work to-
gether with understanding until more answers
are provided on the effects of this toxic
drywall. | urge my colleagues to hold imme-
diate congressional hearings on this issue,
and | urge them to demonstrate their support
in bringing relief to thousands of Americans
whose homes have been so severely affected
by Chinese drywall.

Mr. POSEY. Madam Speaker, | am proud to
stand in support of this resolution as a co-
sponsor.

Contaminated drywall mostly manufactured
in China and used in new home construction
in the last decade, primarily between 2006
and 2007, has had a devastating impact on
the housing industry in Florida and more im-
portantly on the lives of thousands of home-
owners and their families.

So far the Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission has received more than 2,000 com-
plaints from affected homeowners in at least
32 states and the District of Columbia. More
than three-quarters of these complaints come
from Florida. While we do not yet know the full
extent of this problem, it appears that this con-
cern is likely to grow considerably larger.

Homeowners with contaminated Chinese
drywall have experienced a number of house-
hold and health problems. The drywall emits
sulfuric compounds which cause corrosion in
copper fittings commonly used in plumbing
and air conditioning as well as electrical com-
ponents. Many homeowners have had to re-
place hardware such as air conditioning coils,
carbon monoxide detectors, and smoke
alarms multiple times in as little as a year. In
addition to the corrosive effects of the sulfuric
gases, homeowners have experienced a vari-
ety of related health issues, which have forced
many to move out of their homes. Common
symptoms include eye irritation and breathing
problems.

As you can imagine, this is financially and
emotionally devastating for homeowners. As a
result of contaminated drywall, many homes
have dropped precipitously in value. Many
people have lost their life savings which was
invested in a home which they can now nei-
ther live in nor sell. Some have become des-
perate and chosen to walk away from their
mortgages in the hope of starting fresh else-
where. Still others are continuing to pay their
mortgages while taking on the added burden
of paying for an alternative living arrangement
in the hopes that they can hang on long
enough for a remediation protocol to be an-
nounced.

| recently toured some of these homes in
the Antilles community in my district and | met
with affected homeowners. Just a few minutes
in one of these houses is enough time to start
feeling the symptoms that have caused so
many homes to become unlivable. Affected
homeowners need help and they need help
quickly.

| was pleased that the Federal Inter-Agency
Drywall Task Force, headed by the CPSC, re-
leased the results of their 51-home study this
month. | was encouraged to see some signs
of progress from the task force. | was particu-
larly encouraged that the task force officially
established a scientific link between the con-
taminated drywall and the resulting corrosion.
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More importantly, the task force has estab-
lished an identification and remediation pro-
tocol team made up of scientists and engi-
neers. While additional scientific studies con-
tinue, the most important next steps for the
CPSC are to release the identification and re-
mediation protocols. This will hopefully help
homeowners to begin getting the problems
fixed so their homes are once again livable
and up to par with market value.

| call on the CPSC and the task force to
move quickly to identify and release these pro-
tocols in the most expedient manner possible.
| urge the task force to work closely with
homeowners and private industry to establish
the most efficient and effective methods of
identifying and fixing problem drywall.

On the finance side, | encourage lenders to
work closely with homeowners to modify loans
and extend credit for remediation once a pro-
tocol is established. The mortgage crisis of the
past year would only be made worse by a new
wave of people walking away from their mort-
gages over this issue. Any help lenders can
provide in modifying loans, offering a period of
forbearance, and extending credit will help
more people to stay in their homes and pre-
vent the banks from having to assume pos-
session of homes which they will not be able
sell.

Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
in support of House Concurrent Resolution
197, encouraging banks and mortgage
servicers to work with families affected by con-
taminated drywall to allow temporary forbear-
ance without penalty on payments on their
home mortgages. As a founding co-chair of
the Congressional Contaminated Drywall Cau-
cus, | am proud to sponsor this resolution and
support its passage, which sheds further light
on the plight of thousands of homeowners in
south Florida and around the Nation dealing
with the “silent hurricane” of contaminated
drywall in their homes.

The Congressional Contaminated Drywall
Caucus, which now has 20 members from
seven States, has been working diligently over
the past year to ensure that the Federal agen-
cies and relevant organizations in the private
sector who have a stake in this issue are en-
gaged in a dialogue that produces a swift and
complete response that provides relief to
homeowners affected by this contaminated
product. While | believe the response has not
been nearly as swift as needed, | have been
encouraged by recent efforts on the part of the
Inter-Agency Task Force, led by Chairman
Inez Tenenbaum of the Consumer Product
Safety Commission, to come to a full deter-
mination of the science behind this problem,
and from there determine the appropriate re-
sponse to the litany of issues that victims are
facing on a daily basis.

One of these issues, and often one of the
most critical for those affected, is maintaining
their mortgage. As our economy begins to re-
cover from the worst recession since the
Great Depression and our housing market be-
gins to show signs of life following record
numbers of foreclosures, victims living in
homes with contaminated drywall face the
continued threat of foreclosure. These inno-
cent victims are being forced to make the
choice of remaining in their homes and paying
their mortgages, possibly at the risk of their
own health and that of their family, or leaving
their homes to find alternative housing. Should
they choose to seek alternative housing, they
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are then responsible for both the mortgage on
their contaminated home and the rent on their
alternative housing.

House Concurrent Resolution 197 sends a
strong statement on behalf of the entire House
of Representatives that banks and mortgage
lenders should work with families affected by
this drywall to allow for temporary
forbearances on their mortgage, without pen-
alties, to ensure victims have the ability to
move their families out of harm’s way without
risking their financial futures or losing their
homes. Providing this relief is not only the
right thing to do, but is essential in ensuring
affected families do not continue to put their
health at risk from this defective product.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to support this
resolution and encourage all of my colleagues
to support this resolution.

Mr. WITTMAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from California (Ms.
WATERS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 197, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———————

ENHANCED S.E.C. ENFORCEMENT
AUTHORITY ACT

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2873) to provide enhanced en-
forcement authority to the Securities
and Exchange Commission, as amend-
ed.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2873

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Enhanced
S.E.C. Enforcement Authority Act”.

SEC. 2. NATIONWIDE SERVICE OF PROCESS.

(a) SECURITIES ACT OF 1933.—Section 22(a)
of the Securities Act of 1933 (156 U.S.C. 77v(a))
is amended by inserting after the second sen-
tence the following: ‘‘In any civil action in-
stituted by the Commission under this title
in a United States district court for any ju-
dicial district, subpoenas issued to compel
the attendance of witnesses or the produc-
tion of documents or tangible things (or
both) at any hearing or trial may be served
at any place within the United States. Rule
45(c)(3)(A)(i1) of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure does not apply to a subpoena so
issued.”.

(b) SECURITIES EXCHANGE ACT OF 1934.—
Section 27 of the Securities Exchange Act of
1934 (15 U.S.C. 78aa) is amended by inserting
after the third sentence the following: ‘“‘In
any civil action instituted by the Commis-
sion under this title in a United States dis-
trict court for any judicial district, sub-
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poenas issued to compel the attendance of
witnesses or the production of documents or
tangible things (or both) at any hearing or
trial may be served at any place within the
United States. Rule 45(c)(3)(A)(ii) of the Fed-
eral Rules of Civil Procedure does not apply
to a subpoena so issued.”’.

(¢) INVESTMENT COMPANY ACT OF 1940.—Sec-
tion 44 of the Investment Company Act of
1940 (15 U.S.C. 80a—43) is amended by insert-
ing after the fourth sentence the following:
“In any civil action instituted by the Com-
mission under this title in a United States
district court for any judicial district, sub-
poenas issued to compel the attendance of
witnesses or the production of documents or
tangible things (or both) at any hearing or
trial may be served at any place within the
United States. Rule 45(¢)(3)(A)(1i) of the Fed-
eral Rules of Civil Procedure does not apply
to a subpoena so issued.”’.

(d) INVESTMENT ADVISERS ACT OF 1940.—
Section 214 of the Investment Advisers Act
of 1940 (15 U.S.C. 80b-14) is amended by in-
serting after the third sentence the fol-
lowing: ‘‘In any civil action instituted by the
Commission under this title in a United
States district court for any judicial district,
subpoenas issued to compel the attendance
of witnesses or the production of documents
or tangible things (or both) at any hearing or
trial may be served at any place within the
United States. Rule 45(c)(3)(A)(ii) of the Fed-
eral Rules of Civil Procedure does not apply
to a subpoena so issued.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. KANJORSKI) and the
gentleman from California (Mr. CAMP-
BELL) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this legislation and to insert
extraneous material thereon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. KANJORSKI. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume and rise today to speak in sup-
port of H.R. 2873, the Enhanced S.E.C.
Enforcement Authority Act, and to
congratulate the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. CAMPBELL) for his work on
these matters.

[ 1200

H.R. 2873 enjoys bipartisan support
and previously passed the House in a
slightly different form as part of the
Securities Act of 2008 in the 110th Con-
gress. In the 111th Congress, we’ve also
incorporated this commonsense legisla-
tive reform in the Investors Protection
Act of 2009. The House Financial Serv-
ices Committee recently approved the
Investors Protection Act, and that bill
will come to the House floor in the
near future as part of the broader fi-
nancial services regulatory reform
package.

The U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission currently has nationwide
service of process of subpoenas in ad-
ministrative proceedings. This bill will
enhance the Commission’s enforcement
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program by allowing subpoenas to be
served nationwide in civil actions
brought by the agency in Federal
court. Currently, the Commission can
issue a subpoena only within the Fed-
eral jurisdictional district where a
trial takes place or within 100 miles of
the courthouse. Witnesses in civil cases
brought by the Commission are, how-
ever, often located outside of a trial
court’s subpoena range.

With the proliferation of Internet
scams that are perpetrated in multiple
States, this quirk in the law has ham-
pered the Commission’s ability to effi-
ciently and effectively mount its cases.
Unless witnesses volunteer to appear at
civil trials, the Commission must take
depositions where the witnesses are lo-
cated and use their written or
videotaped deposition testimony at
trial. Because of the associated travel
for numerous lawyers and associates
that must be present, depositions are
generally more expensive than having
a witness attend a trial.

H.R. 2873 would fix this problem by
allowing the Commission to have na-
tionwide service of process just as it
currently has for its administrative
proceedings. These changes in sub-
poena procedures for civil cases would
apply to the Securities Exchange Act
of 1933, the Securities Exchange Act of
1934, the Investment Company Act of
1940, and the Investment Advisers Act
of 1940. Nationwide service of process
would produce a number of substantial
advantages, including a significant
savings in terms of travel costs and
staff time.

During these difficult economic
times, we need to ensure that Federal
agencies operate more efficiently. Ad-
ditionally, we need to ensure that the
Commission maximizes its limited re-
sources to investigate and resolve
wrongdoing in our securities markets.
H.R. 2873 achieves both of these impor-
tant objectives.

Moreover, the bill that the House is
considering today incorporates the rec-
ommendations of the Commission, the
Justice Department and our colleagues
on the House Judiciary Committee.
The consensus legislation, therefore,
not only has bipartisan support in the
House but it also has support from
within the administration and across
committee jurisdictions in the House.
In short, H.R. 2873 is a commonsense
bill that will allow the U.S. Securities
and Exchange Commission to operate
more efficiently.

Madam Speaker, I again commend
the gentleman from California for his
work on these matters, and I urge my
colleagues to support this bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I would like to thank my colleague
from Pennsylvania (Mr. KANJORSKI) for
his support of this bill and his kind
words about this bill. I would also like
to thank the Judiciary Committee for
working with us on the Financial Serv-
ices Committee to come up with lan-
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guage that is mutually acceptable and
works for everyone on this bill.

In light of the recent Wall Street
scandals with Bernie Madoff and Stan-
ford and others, we think it’s appro-
priate to grant the Securities and Ex-
change Commission some additional
enforcement tools that they need to
fight fraud and corruption in the mar-
kets. As Mr. KANJORSKI suggested—and
I won’t repeat the details of the bill
which he accurately described—but if
you think about it, most of these SEC
enforcement issues will involve inves-
tors and perhaps conspirators from all
over the country. But yet under cur-
rent law, the SEC only has the author-
ity to subpoena someone if they live
within 100 miles of the Federal court-
house in which the trial is held.

So this means that if they need wit-
ness testimony from a victim, from a
co-conspirator, from somebody in-
volved with the investment, from
somebody who participated in the al-
leged crime or who was a victim of the
alleged crime, they have to get a depo-
sition from them if they live more than
100 miles outside of the courthouse.
Those depositions can be costly, dif-
ficult to get, and they clearly are not
as effective in a trial circumstance as a
witness actually in the trial.

This bill would correct that and sim-
ply give the SEC the same enforcement
capabilities, the same subpoena capa-
bilities that many other Federal en-
forcement agencies have in similar cir-
cumstances.

So I appreciate the bipartisan sup-
port. I appreciate the comments.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further requests for time and
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. CAMPBELL. I will yield back the
balance of my time as well.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BLUMENAUER). The question is on the
motion offered by the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. KANJORSKI) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 2873, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

EMERGENCY ECONOMIC STA-
BILIZATION ACT OF 2008 AMEND-
MENT

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1242) to amend the Emergency
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 to
provide for additional monitoring and
accountability of the Troubled Assets
Relief Program, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1242

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. ADDITIONAL MONITORING AND AC-
COUNTABILITY FOR THE TROUBLED
ASSET RELIEF PROGRAM.

Section 114 of the Emergency Economic
Stabilization Act of 2008 (12 U.S.C. 5224) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

‘‘(c) ADDITIONAL MONITORING AND ACCOUNT-
ABILITY.—

‘(1) ELECTRONIC DATABASE.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall es-
tablish an electronic database to monitor
the use of funds distributed under this title.

‘“(B) SOURCES OF DATA.—The database es-
tablished under subparagraph (A) shall in-
clude data from the following sources, to the
extent such data is available, usable, and rel-
evant to determining the effectiveness of the
Troubled Asset Relief Program:

‘(i) Regulatory data from any government
source.

‘(ii) Filing data from any government
agency receiving regular and structured fil-
ings.

‘“(iii) Public records.

‘‘(iv) News filings, press releases, and other
forms of publicly available data.

‘“(v) Data collected under subparagraph
(C)(V).

‘“(vi) All other information that is required
to be reported under this title by institu-
tions receiving financial assistance or pro-
curement contracts under this title.

‘“(C) ADMINISTRATION AND USE OF DATA-
BASE.—The Secretary shall—

‘(i) ensure that the database uses accurate
data structures and taxonomies to allow for
easy cross-referencing, compiling, and re-
porting of numerous data elements;

‘“(ii) ensure that the database provides for
filtering of data content to allow users to
screen for the events most relevant to identi-
fying waste, fraud, and abuse, such as man-
agement changes and material corporate
events;

‘“(iii) ensure that the database provides
geospatial analysis capabilities;

‘‘(iv) make the database available to the
Comptroller General of the United States
and to the Special Inspector General and the
Congressional Oversight Panel established
under sections 121 and 125, respectively, to
provide them with access to current informa-
tion on the status of the funds distributed
under this title, including funds distributed
through procurement contracts;

“‘(v) collect from each Federal agency on
at least a daily basis all data that is relevant
to determining the effectiveness of the Trou-
bled Asset Relief Program in stimulating
prudent lending and strengthening bank cap-
ital, including regulatory filings and data
generated by the use of internal models, fi-
nancial models, and analytics; and

‘“(vi) compare the data in the database
with other appropriate data to identify ac-
tivities inconsistent with the goals of this
title.

““(2) MEETING TARP GOALS.—

‘“(A) DETERMINATION BY SECRETARY; REC-
OMMENDATIONS.—If the Secretary determines
that a recipient’s use of funds distributed
under this title is not meeting the goals of
this title, the Secretary shall, in coordina-
tion with the appropriate Federal agencies,
develop recommendations for better meeting
such goals, and such agencies shall provide
such recommendations to such recipient.

‘(B) FUTURE USES OF FUNDS.—If the Sec-
retary determines that the use of funds de-
scribed in subparagraph (A) does not meet
the goals of this title within a reasonable
time after the recommendations commu-
nicated under such subparagraph, the Sec-
retary shall modify the permitted uses of
funds distributed under this title to avoid
similar problems in the future.
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‘(3) PUBLIC ACCESS TO DATABASE.—The Sec-
retary shall, subject to paragraph (4), adopt
rules and procedures for public access to the
database created by this subsection.

‘(4) PROHIBITION AGAINST DISCLOSURE OF
CERTAIN INFORMATION.—

‘‘(A) PROHIBITION.—A person or entity shall
not disclose to the public information col-
lected under this subsection that is prohib-
ited from disclosure by any Federal or State
law or regulation or by private contract or
that is considered to be proprietary.

‘“(B) PROTECTION OF INFORMATION.—The
Secretary shall implement reasonable meas-
ures to prevent the disclosure of information
in violation of subparagraph (A).

¢(C) CRIMINAL LIABILITY FOR DISCLOSURE.—
A Federal officer or employee, or a con-
tractor of any Federal agency or employee of
such contractor, who intentionally discloses
to the public or intentionally causes to be
disclosed to the public information prohib-
ited from disclosure by subparagraph (A),
knowing that such information is prohibited
from disclosure, shall be fined under title 18,
United States Code, or imprisoned for not
more than 1 year, or both.

“(5) REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURES.—The
Secretary shall, in consultation with the ap-
propriate Federal agencies, promulgate regu-
lations and establish any other procedures
necessary to carry out this subsection.

¢(6) IMPLEMENTATION DEADLINES.—

‘‘(A) CONTRACT SERVICES.—Not later than
30 days after the date of the enactment of
this subsection, the Secretary shall issue a
request for proposal and award contract
services as required by this subsection.

‘“(B) OPERATION OF DATABASE.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that the database de-
scribed in paragraph (1)(A) is operational not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this subsection.”.

SEC. 2. REDUCING TARP FUNDS TO OFFSET
COSTS OF PROGRAM CHANGES.

Section 115(a)(3) of the Emergency Eco-
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 (12 U.S.C.
5225(a)(3)) is amended by striking
¢¢$700,000,000,000, as such amount is reduced
by $1,259,000,000,, as such amount is reduced
by $1,244,000,000, outstanding at any one
time’ and inserting ‘$700,000,000,000, as such
amount is reduced by $1,293,000,000, out-
standing at any one time”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. MALONEY) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CAMPBELL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from New York.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on this legislation and to insert
additional material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

I rise in strong support of H.R. 1242,
the TARP Accountability and Disclo-
sure Act of 2009. This bill would require
the Department of the Treasury to es-
tablish an electronic database for
tracking all TARP funds. The bill
would create a database available to
the public on the Internet that will
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track in real time the spending of
funds in the Federal Government’s
Troubled Asset Relief Program called
TARP. If UPS can track millions of
packages clear across the world on any
continent at any time, we can cer-
tainly track where $700 billion in tax-
payers’ money has gone. In fact, we
have a duty to do so.

When TARP began, the Treasury De-
partment never required the financial
institutions it funded to explain what
they did with the money. And over a
year later, we still do not know. It is
past time for us to have a system so
that the American people can tell in
real time, enhancing its value as a reg-
ulatory tool and also as a preventative
oversight tool. Taxpayers have a right
to know how their tax dollars are being
used. I believe that in order to ensure
transparency, we should require the
use of the technological tools that are
available today.

Currently, TARP data are presented
in filings in over 25 different agencies,
including filings with the Securities
and Exchange Commission, Web sites,
Federal Reserve registration data, the
FDIC data, over-the-counter trades,
and Commodities Futures Trading
Commission data. The data sources are
not only housed in different agencies
but are in incompatible systems and
formats, making the material unus-
able. These agencies are unable to
share the data with each other and to
learn from it.

The bill, which I have coauthored
with Representative Peter King and 42
of my colleagues, requires all relevant
TARP data, including regulatory fil-
ings and public records, to be collected
by the Department of the Treasury and
put in a consistent standardized format
so that TARP funds will be transparent
and traceable. This bill would also pro-
vide the ability to monitor inconsist-
encies that may indicate waste, fraud,
and abuse at both the corporate and in-
dividual officer levels. By using tools
that currently exist, individual filings
and transactions can be pulled together
to create a single view of an institution
and provide better management and
regulatory oversight.

The basic data elements would in-
clude but not be limited to the fol-
lowing: the capture and standardiza-
tion of every transaction the institu-
tion is involved with, wherever pos-
sible; news releases, press releases and
other sources of public data;
counterparty filings; securities trans-
actions; UCC filings in certain cases;
and transaction data, including mort-
gages, debt issuance, and fund partici-
pation.

In the simplest terms, my bill allows
the question to be answered, Where has
the money gone? And this is a question
that pundits and taxpayers ask every
single day. Recently, Elizabeth Warren,
who is one of the oversight regulators,
stated in testimony that she has no
idea where the TARP money is. This
bill would change this. This would put
safeguards in to ensure that propri-
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etary information about financial serv-
ices companies is not disclosed, and
this bill does not put any additional
burden on industry. It merely puts in a
usable form information that is al-
ready required by regulators.

There is broad support for this bill
from close to 40 groups from across the
political field, including the Center for
Democracy and Technology, the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, the NAACP,
and the Heritage Foundation.

I would like to place into the RECORD
the list of supporters from respective
organizations.

Groups that have publicly endorsed the bill
(or if a 501c(3) support the ‘‘idea or policy
goals” of the legislation since they cannot
directly support a specific bill):

United States Chamber of Commerce; Cen-
ter for Democracy and Technology; OMB
Watch; Project On Government Oversight;
Taxpayers for Common Sense;
OpenTheGovernment.org; Institute for Pol-
icy Innovation; Competitive Enterprise In-
stitute; NAACP; Mexican American Legal
Defense and Education Fund (MALDEF).

National Puerto Rican Coalition (NPRC);
The Hispanic Federation; Information Tech-
nology Industry Council; Heritage Founda-
tion; Americans for Tax Reform; Center for
Fiscal Accountability; 60 Plus Association;
Alabama Policy Institute; American Share-
holders Association; Americans for Limited
Government.

Americans for Prosperity; Caesar Rodney
Institute; Center for Individual Freedom;
Center-Right Coalition of Florida; Coalition
Opposed to Additional Spending & Taxes;
Council for Citizens Against Government
Waste; Grassroot Institute of Hawaii; Illinois
Alliance for Growth; Illinois Policy Insti-
tute; Institute for Liberty.

Maine Heritage Policy Center; Mississippi
Center for Public Policy; National Taxpayers
Union; Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs,
Inc.; Pelican Institute for Public Policy; Pio-
neer Institute for Public Policy Research;
Rhode Island Tea Party; Small Business Ha-
waii; The Aarons Company; Kentucky
Progress; Citizens’ Voice for Property Own-
ers.

As we have seen from this time last
year, the lack of transparency in terms
of how the funds are spent makes this
bill necessary. The American people,
Members of Congress, and regulators
are demanding transparency. It is time
that we gave it to them. They are enti-
tled to it.

I would like to thank Members on
the other side of the aisle, Mr. KING
and others, who have been supportive,
and particularly Chairman FRANK for
his leadership and STENY HOYER for his
support. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port it. It’s past time for us to have a
system so that the American people
can tell in real time how their tax dol-
lars are being used. I would add that I
also believe that it would build con-
fidence in the system, hopefully a con-
fidence that will be managed in an ap-
propriate way.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. CAMPBELL. I yield myself as
much time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to support this bi-
partisan bill authored by the lady from
New York and the gentleman from New
York (Mr. KING). You know, this bill is
really pretty simple, and it’s really
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just about transparency, disclosure and
sunshine. Last year, $700 billion of tax-
payer money was made available in
order to provide a rescue plan for the
financial system, which was troubled
at that time. We all know that much of
this money has gone out, but what we
don’t really know is what it has gone
to do, what it is actually being used
for, where it is being employed.

Now there are those who will say
that, well, because there are dollars, if
you put dollars into a given financial
institution, they’re fungible and you
don’t really know which dollar went to
what, and I understand that that argu-
ment has some legitimacy. But the
point of this bill is, Let’s disclose and
let’s make available what we do know.
There is a lot of information out there,
as the gentlelady from New York sug-
gested, which is in multiple agencies
and multiple places, and it’s just sim-
ply not available to Members of the
House or to Members of Congress so
that we can make an effective deter-
mination of whether this money has,
is, and will be used in a manner con-
sistent with its original objective
which was to stabilize the financial
system.

This bill, what it really does is, as it
says, to make available, ongoing, con-
tinuous and close to real-time updates
of the status of funds distributed
through a standardized electronic data-
base. That’s something which tech-
nology today enables us to do, and it’s
something which the taxpayers and the
Members of Congress have the right to
see in order to better evaluate the use
of these funds. So I stand in support of
this bill.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers. I would just like
to say that the program’s effectiveness
was testified in support of by econo-
mist Mark Zandi, who said, While
TARP has not been a universal success,
it has been instrumental to the sta-
bilization of the financial system and
bringing an end to the credit recession,
but there are still serious criticisms of
the program that should give us con-
cern about its effectiveness, its cost,
and how it can be improved. This bill
that brings online transparency would
move us in that right direction.

I am strongly in support of it, as well
as many of my colleagues.

Having no further speakers, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, today
| rise in support of H.R. 1242, the TARP Ac-
countability and Disclosure Act. As the lead
Republican sponsor of this legislation, | have
worked closely with Representatives MALONEY
and CANTOR as well as Financial Services
Committee Chairman FRANK and Ranking
Member BACHUS to bring this important bill to
the House floor.

The Emergency Economic Stabilization Act,
EESA, created the Troubled Assets Relief
Program, TARP, which authorized the Treas-
ury Department to buy $700 billion worth of
troubled assets from financial institutions. This
money has also been used by Treasury to
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purchase preferred stock from banks and
other financially troubled companies, such as
AIG, General Motors, and Chrysler, and in
support of programs such as the Targeted In-
vestment Program, Asset Guarantee Program,
and Consumer and Business Lending Initiative
Investment Program to name a few. While
Congress did subsequently place additional
conditions on how it could be spent, it has
been rather difficult to follow and account for
this vast amount of money.

It is also important that not only our govern-
ment but also the American People know ex-
actly where their taxpayer dollars are going for
programs such as TARP. The TARP Account-
ability and Disclosure Act requires the creation
of a database system within the Department of
Treasury and provides for additional moni-
toring and accountability that will provide true
transparency of how the TARP funds are
used. This system would serve as an efficient
mechanism for oversight, audits, and inves-
tigations. H.R. 1242 will also require that this
database be made publicly available, allow for
the daily collection of information and for the
filtering of data content. Finally, it will prohibit
the disclosure of information that would al-
ready be prohibited by any federal or state law
or regulation including proprietary information.

So, why is this necessary? Well, not only is
this information reported to over 25 different
federal agencies, including the SEC, Federal
Reserve, FDIC, and Commodities Futures
Trading Commission, but the data is located in
various systems and formats that are incom-
patible with one another. The TARP Account-
ability and Disclosure Act would require all rel-
evant TARP data collected be put in a single
standardized format so these funds will be
transparent and traceable.

| am pleased to report that this legislation is
supported by many organizations including the
Chamber of Commerce, the Center for De-
mocracy and Technology, OMB Watch, Tax-
payers for Common Sense, Heritage Founda-
tion, Americans for Tax Reform, and the
NAACP.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port this legislation.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| stand here today in support of H.R. 1242,
which amends the Emergency Economic Sta-
bilization Act of 2008 to provide for additional
monitoring and accountability of the Troubled
Assets Relief Program, TARP. | support this
legislation because | believe that increased
accountability will enhance the effectiveness of
the TARP funds.

| would like to first thank my colleague, Con-
gresswoman CAROLYN MALONEY, for intro-
ducing this valuable piece of legislation. The
TARP funds are designated for financial insti-
tutions that have complex internal systems
and handle a large volume of information from
various sources. The nature of the TARP fund
recipients makes understanding how TARP
funds are used difficult. Moreover, data is cur-
rently being submitted in filings to many agen-
cies and databases, including the Securities
and Exchange Commission, SEC, Federal Re-
serve, the Fed, Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation, FDIC, Commodities Futures
Trading Commission, and Over the Counter
Trade data. That the data is housed in sepa-
rate agencies and in distinct formats makes it
difficult to oversee and interpret the usage
data.

H.R. 1242 will require the Treasury Sec-
retary to create a database that will facilitate
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the monitoring of TARP funds. The bill pro-
vides guidance to the Secretary for the struc-
ture of the database and what data should be
included. The information collected by the
database will be collected on a daily basis and
reviewed to ensure compliance with the Emer-
gence Economic Stabilization Act of 2008.
Data submitted by TARP recipients will be
combined with third party data such as in-
dexes, media reports, press releases, and
non-governmental financial information to en-
sure that the information available is com-
prehensive. The database will be required to
have accurate data structures to allow for
cross-referencing, filtering of data content, and
geospatial analysis capabilities. The database
must be made available to oversight bodies
such as the Special Inspector General, the
TARP Oversight Panel, the Government Ac-
countability Office, GAO, and law enforce-
ment. Additionally, the Secretary of the Treas-
ury must provide the public access to the
database, while protecting information that is
prohibited from disclosure under current law.
Importantly, this legislation begins the imple-
mentation of these measures soon after the
enactment, allowing for oversight to begin
promptly.

Mr. Speaker, the list and diversity of organi-
zations that support this legislation is long.
The public demands accountability with re-
gards to taxpayer dollars and this bill provides
the necessary reforms to ensure that TARP
funds are used properly. The dynamic data-
base outlined by this legislation provides a val-
uable tool for oversight. By establishing a
mechanism for oversight and investigative
agencies to review TARP fund usage, we are
enhancing accountability.

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in strong
support of H.R. 1242, which would provide ad-
ditional and necessary monitoring of Troubled
Asset Relief Program funds.

H.R. 1242 would create a database to easily
track the status of distributed funds, making it
easier for those overseeing the program to
spot inconsistencies in spending and ensure
the most effective use of the funding. It would
also require the Treasury Department to adjust
the future use of TARP funds if its intended
goals are not being met.

Along with my constituents, | am deeply dis-
appointed that the past administration did not
adequately track how taxpayer money was
spent to ensure that banks were using it for
the intended purposes. Earlier this year, | was
pleased to vote for legislation that would have
ensured TARP funding was spent responsibly
and transparently in an effort to get the econ-
omy back on track. Unfortunately, this meas-
ure was not taken up by the Senate.

In order to stabilize our economy and get
credit flowing again to families and small busi-
nesses, we need to fundamentally change the
practices of the Troubled Assets Relief Pro-
gram. By strengthening accountability and in-
creasing transparency, this measure ensures
that public resources are being spent correctly
and wisely. | urge my colleagues to vote for
this measure.

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from New York (Mrs.
MALONEY) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, HR. 1242, as
amended.
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The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker,
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

on

——
O 1215

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H. Res. 494, by the yeas and nays;

H. Con. Res. 129, by the yeas and
nays;

H. Res. 861, by the yeas and nays;

H. Res. 897, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 3634, de novo.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

———

RECOGNIZING THE EXEMPLARY
SERVICE OF THE 30TH INFANTRY
DIVISION DURING WORLD WAR II

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 494, as amended,
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. KISSELL) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 494, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 415, nays 0,
not voting 19, as follows:

[Roll No. 914]
YEAS—415

Abercrombie Bishop (GA) Buchanan
Ackerman Bishop (NY) Burgess
Adler (NJ) Blackburn Burton (IN)
Akin Blumenauer Butterfield
Alexander Blunt Buyer
Altmire Boccieri Calvert
Andrews Boehner Camp
Arcuri Bonner Campbell
Austria Bono Mack Cantor
Baca Boozman Capito
Bachmann Boren Capps
Bachus Boswell Cardoza
Baird Boucher Carnahan
Baldwin Boustany Carney
Bartlett Boyd Carson (IN)
Barton (TX) Brady (PA) Carter
Bean Brady (TX) Cassidy
Becerra Braley (IA) Castle
Berkley Bright Castor (FL)
Berman Broun (GA) Chaffetz
Berry Brown (SC) Chandler
Biggert Brown, Corrine Childers
Bilbray Brown-Waite, Chu
Bilirakis Ginny Clarke

Clay

Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble
Coffman (CO)
Cohen

Cole
Conaway
Connolly (VA)
Conyers
Cooper

Costa
Costello
Courtney
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Dahlkemper
Davis (CA)
Davis (IL)
Dayvis (KY)
Davis (TN)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Dent
Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.
Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Donnelly (IN)
Doyle

Dreier
Driehaus
Duncan
Edwards (MD)
Edwards (TX)
Ehlers
Ellison
Ellsworth
Emerson
Engel

Eshoo
Etheridge
Fallin

Farr

Fattah
Filner

Flake
Fleming
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx

Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gallegly
Garamendi
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Giffords
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gordon (TN)
Granger
Graves
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grijalva
Guthrie
Gutierrez
Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Halvorson
Hare

Harman
Harper
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Heinrich
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins

Hill

Himes
Hinojosa
Hirono

Hodes

Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hoyer
Hunter
Inglis
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan (OH)
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
MclIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
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Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy, Patrick
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
Nunes
Nye
Oberstar
Obey
Olson
Olver
Ortiz
Owens
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Paul
Paulsen
Payne
Pence
Perlmutter
Perriello
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Putnam
Quigley
Rahall
Rangel
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuler
Shuster
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
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Smith (WA) Thornberry Waters
Snyder Tiahrt Watson
Souder Tiberi Watt
Space Tierney Waxman
Speier Titus Weiner
Spratt Tonko Welch
Stark Towns Westmoreland
Stearns Tsongas Whitfield
Stupak Turner Wilson (OH)
Sullivan Upton .
Sutton Van Hollen W?lson (50
Tanner Velazquez Wittman
Taylor Visclosky Wolf
Teague Walden Woolsey
Terry Walz Wu
Thompson (CA) Wamp Yarmuth
Thompson (MS)  Wasserman Young (FL)
Thompson (PA) Schultz

NOT VOTING—19
Aderholt Deal (GA) Radanovich
Barrett (SC) Gonzalez Schock
Barrow Hinchey Schrader
Bishop (UT) Melancon Wexler
Cao Moran (VA) Young (AK)
Capuano Murphy (NY)
Davis (AL) Murphy, Tim

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.

O 1242

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution, as amended, was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, on rollicall No.
914 had | been present, | would have voted
“yea.”

CONGRATULATING THE SAILORS
OF THE UNITED STATES SUB-
MARINE FORCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res.
129, on which the yeas and nays were
ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. KisseLL) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the concurrent
resolution, H. Con. Res. 129.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 412, nays 0,
not voting 22, as follows:

[Roll No. 915]

YEAS—412
Abercrombie Becerra Boucher
Ackerman Berkley Boustany
Adler (NJ) Berman Boyd
Akin Berry Brady (PA)
Alexander Biggert Brady (TX)
Altmire Bilirakis Braley (IA)
Andrews Bishop (GA) Bright
Arcuri Bishop (NY) Broun (GA)
Austria Blumenauer Brown (SC)
Baca Blunt Brown, Corrine
Bachmann Boccieri Brown-Waite,
Bachus Boehner Ginny
Baird Bonner Buchanan
Baldwin Bono Mack Burgess
Bartlett Boozman Burton (IN)
Barton (TX) Boren Butterfield
Bean Boswell Buyer
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Calvert
Camp
Campbell
Cantor
Capito
Capps
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carney
Carson (IN)
Carter
Cassidy
Castle
Castor (FL)
Chaffetz
Chandler
Childers
Chu

Clarke
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble
Coffman (CO)
Cohen

Cole
Conaway
Connolly (VA)
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Costello
Courtney
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Dahlkemper
Davis (CA)
Davis (IL)
Davis (KY)
Davis (TN)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
Dent
Diaz-Balart, L.

Diaz-Balart, M.

Dicks
Dingell
Doggett
Donnelly (IN)
Doyle

Dreier
Driehaus
Duncan
Edwards (MD)
Edwards (TX)
Ehlers
Ellison
Ellsworth
Emerson
Engel

Eshoo
Etheridge
Fallin

Farr

Fattah
Filner

Flake
Fleming
Forbes
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx

Frank (MA)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gallegly
Garamendi
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Giffords
Gingrey (GA)
Gohmert
Goodlatte
Gordon (TN)
Granger
Graves
Grayson
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
Grijalva
Guthrie
Gutierrez

Hall (NY)
Hall (TX)
Halvorson
Hare
Harman
Harper
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Heinrich
Heller
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hill
Himes
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono
Hodes
Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hoyer
Hunter
Inglis
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jenkins
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones
Jordan (OH)
Kagen
Kanjorski
Kaptur
Kennedy
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kilroy
Kind
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Kissell
Klein (FL)
Kline (MN)
Kosmas
Kratovil
Kucinich
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Latta
Lee (CA)
Lee (NY)
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan
Lummis
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maffei
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
MecClintock
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McCollum
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
MclIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (NY)
Murphy, Patrick
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
Nunes
Nye
Oberstar
Obey
Olson
Olver
Ortiz
Owens
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Paul
Paulsen
Payne
Pence
Perlmutter
Perriello
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Quigley
Rahall
Rangel
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt
Schock
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
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the gentleman from North Carolina
(Mr. KISSELL) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 861, as amended.

Scott (VA) Stark Visclosky
Sensenbrenner Stearns Walden
Serrano Stupak Walz
Sessions Sullivan Wamp
Sestak Sutton Wasserman
Shadegg Tanner Schultz
Shea-Porter Taylor Waters
Shgrman Teague Watson
Shimkus Terry Watt
Shuler Thompson (CA) Waxman
Shuster Thompson (MS) .
Simpson Thompson (PA) Weiner
Sires Thornberry Welch
Skelton Tiahrt Westmoreland
Slaughter Tiberi Whitfield
Smith (NE) Tierney Wilson (OH)
Smith (NJ) Titus Wilson (SC)
Smith (TX) Tonko Wittman
Smith (WA) Towns Wolf
Snyder Tsongas Woolsey
Souder Turner Wu
Space Upton Yarmuth
Speier Van Hollen Young (FL)
Spratt Velazquez

NOT VOTING—22
Aderholt Davis (AL) Radanovich
Barrett (SC) Deal (GA) Ryan (OH)
Barrow Gonzalez Schakowsky
Bilbray King (IA) Schrader
Bishop (UT) Melancon Wexler
Blackburn Moran (VA) Young (AK)
Cao Murphy, Tim
Capuano Putnam

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing in this vote.

O 1249

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
concurrent resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

MOMENT OF SILENCE IN REMEM-
BRANCE OF MEMBERS OF
ARMED FORCES AND THEIR
FAMILIES

The SPEAKER. The Chair would ask
all present to rise for the purpose of a
moment of silence.

The Chair asks that the House now
observe a moment of silence in remem-
brance of our brave men and women in
uniform who have given their lives in
the service of our Nation in Iraq and in
Afghanistan and their families, and of
all who serve in our Armed Forces and
their families.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BLUMENAUER). Without objection, b5-
minute voting will continue.

There was no objection.

———
MILITARY FAMILY MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 861, as amended,
on which the yeas and nays were or-
dered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 417, nays 0,
not voting 17, as follows:

[Roll No. 916]

YEAS—417
Abercrombie Crenshaw Hoekstra
Ackerman Crowley Holden
Adler (NJ) Cuellar Holt
Akin Culberson Honda
Alexander Cummings Hoyer
Altmire Dahlkemper Hunter
Andrews Davis (CA) Inglis
Arcuri Dayvis (IL) Inslee
Austria Davis (KY) Israel
Baca Davis (TN) Issa
Bachmann DeFazio Jackson (IL)
Bachus DeGette Jackson-Lee
Baird Delahunt, (TX)
Baldwin DeLauro Jenkins
Bartlett Dent Johnson (GA)

Barton (TX)
Bean

Diaz-Balart, L.
Diaz-Balart, M.

Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.

Becerra Dicks Johnson, Sam
Berkley Dingell Jones
Berman Doggett Jordan (OH)
Berry Donnelly (IN) Kagen
Biggert Doyle Kanjorski
Bilbray Dreier Kaptur
Bilirakis Driehaus Kennedy
Bishop (GA) Duncan Kildee
Bishop (NY) Edwards (MD) Kilpatrick (MI)
Blackburn Edwards (TX) Kilroy
Blumenauer Ehlers Kind
Blunt Ellison King (IA)
Boccieri Ellsworth King (NY)
Boehner Emerson Kingston
Bonner Engel Kirk
Bono Mack Eshoo Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Boozman Etheridge Kissell
Boren Fallin Klein (FL)
Boswell Farr Kline (MN)
Boucher Fattah Kosmas
Boustany Filner Kratovil
Boyd Flake Kucinich
Brady (PA) Fleming Lamborn
Brady (TX) Forbes Lance
Braley (IA) Fortenberry Langevin
Bright Foster Larsen (WA)
Broun (GA) Foxx Larson (CT)
Brown (SC) Frank (MA) Latham
Brown, Corrine Franks (AZ) LaTourette
Brown-Waite, Frelinghuysen Latta

Ginny Fudge Lee (CA)
Buchanan Gallegly Lee (NY)
Burgess Garamendi Levin
Burton (IN) Garrett (NJ) Lewis (CA)
Butterfield Gerlach Lewis (GA)
Buyer Giffords Linder
Calvert Gingrey (GA) Lipinski
Camp Gohmert LoBiondo
Campbell Goodlatte Loebsack
Cao Gordon (TN) Lofgren, Zoe
Capito Granger Lowey
Capps Graves Lucas
Cardoza Grayson Luetkemeyer
Carnahan Green, Al Lujan
Carney Green, Gene Lummis
Carson (IN) Griffith Lungren, Daniel
Carter Grijalva .
Cassidy Guthrie Lynch
Castle Gutierrez Mack
Castor (FL) Hall (NY) Maffei
Chaffetz Hall (TX) Maloney
Chandler Halvorson Manzullo
Childers Hare Marchant
Chu Harman Markey (CO)
Clarke Harper Markey (MA)
Clay Hastings (FL) Marshall
Cleaver Hastings (WA) Massa
Clyburn Heinrich Matheson
Coble Heller Matsui
Coffman (CO) Hensarling McCarthy (CA)
Cohen Herger McCarthy (NY)
Cole Herseth Sandlin ~ McCaul
Conaway Higgins McClintock
Connolly (VA) Hill McCollum
Conyers Himes McCotter
Cooper Hinchey McDermott
Costa Hinojosa McGovern
Costello Hirono McHenry
Courtney Hodes McIntyre
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McKeon Price (GA) Smith (NE)
McMahon Price (NC) Smith (NJ)
McMorris Putnam Smith (TX)
Rodgers Quigley Smith (WA)
McNerney Rahall Snyder
Meek (FL) Rangel Souder
Meeks (NY) Rehberg Space
Mica Reichert Speier
Michaud Reyes Spratt
Miller (FL) Richardson Stark
Miller (MI) Rodriguez Stearns
Miller (NC) Roe (TN) Stupak
Miller, Gary Rogers (AL) Sullivan
Miller, George Rogers (KY) Sutton
Minnick Rogers (MI) Tanner
Mitchell Rohrabacher Taylor
Mollohan Rooney Teague
Moore (KS) Ros-Lehtinen Terry
Moore (WI) Roskam Thompson (CA)
Moran (KS) Ross Thompson (MS)
Murphy (CT) Rothman (NJ) Thompson (PA)
Murphy (NY) Roybal-Allard Thornberry
Murphy, Patrick Royce Tiahrt
Murtha Ruppersberger Tiberi
Nadler (NY) Rush Tierney
Napolitano Ryan (OH) Titus
Neal (MA) Ryan (WI) Tonko
Neugebauer Salazar Towns
Nunes Sanchez, Linda Tsongas
Nye T. Turner
Oberstar Sanchez, Loretta Upton
Obey Sarbanes Van Hollen
Olson Scalise Velazquez
Olver Schakowsky Visclosky
Ortiz Schauer Walden
Owens Schiff Walz
Pallone Schmidt Wamp
Pascrell Schock Wasserman
Pastor (AZ) Schwartz Schultz
Paul Scott (GA) Waters
Paulsen Scott (VA) Watson
Payne Sensenbrenner Watt
Pence Serrano Waxman
Perlmutter Sessions Weiner
Perriello Sestak Welch
Peters Shadegg Westmoreland
Peterson Shea-Porter Whitfield
Petri Sherman Wilson (OH)
Pingree (ME) Shimkus Wilson (SC)
Pitts Shuler Wittman
Platts Shuster Wolf
Poe (TX) Simpson Woolsey
Polis (CO) Sires Wu
Pomeroy Skelton Yarmuth
Posey Slaughter Young (FL)
NOT VOTING—17
Aderholt Davis (AL) Myrick
Barrett (SC) Deal (GA) Radanovich
Barrow Gonzalez Schrader
Bishop (UT) Melancon Wexler
Cantor Moran (VA) Young (AK)
Capuano Murphy, Tim

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-

ing in this vote.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
BisHOP) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 897.

This will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 419, nays 0,
not voting 15, as follows:

[Roll No. 917]

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution, as amended, was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title was amended so as to read:
“Resolution supporting the goals and
ideals of Military Family Month”’.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
RECOGNIZING IMPORTANCE OF
TEACHING  STUDENTS ABOUT
VETERANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 897, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

YEAS—419

Abercrombie Costa Hill
Ackerman Costello Himes
Adler (NJ) Courtney Hinchey
Akin Crenshaw Hinojosa
Alexander Crowley Hirono
Altmire Cuellar Hodes
Andrews Culberson Hoekstra
Arcuri Cummings Holden
Austria Dahlkemper Holt
Baca Davis (CA) Honda
Bachmann Dayvis (IL) Hoyer
Bachus Davis (KY) Hunter
Baird Davis (TN) Inglis
Baldwin DeFazio Inslee
Bartlett DeGette Israel
Barton (TX) Delahunt Issa
Bean DeLauro Jackson (IL)
Becerra Dent Jackson-Lee
Berkley Diaz-Balart, L. (TX)
Berman Diaz-Balart, M. Jenkins
Berry Dicks Johnson (GA)
Biggert Dingell Johnson (IL)
Bilbray Doggett Johnson, E. B.
Bilirakis Donnelly (IN) Johnson, Sam
Bishop (GA) Doyle Jones
Bishop (NY) Dreier Jordan (OH)
Blackburn Driehaus Kagen
Blumenauer Duncan Kanjorski
Blunt Edwards (MD) Kaptur
Boccieri Edwards (TX) Kennedy
Boehner Ehlers Kildee
Bonner Ellison Kilpatrick (MI)
Bono Mack Ellsworth Kilroy
Boozman Emerson Kind
Boren Engel King (IA)
Boswell Eshoo King (NY)
Boucher Etheridge Kingston
Boustany Fallin Kirk
Boyd Farr Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Brady (PA) Fattah Kissell
Brady (TX) Filner Klein (FL)
Braley (IA) Flake Kline (MN)
Bright Fleming Kosmas
Broun (GA) Forbes Kratovil
Brown (SC) Fortenberry Kucinich
Brown, Corrine Foster Lamborn
Brown-Waite, Foxx Lance

Ginny Frank (MA) Langevin
Buchanan Franks (AZ) Larsen (WA)
Burgess Frelinghuysen Larson (CT)
Burton (IN) Fudge Latham
Butterfield Gallegly LaTourette
Buyer Garamendi Latta
Calvert Garrett (NJ) Lee (CA)
Camp Gerlach Lee (NY)
Campbell Giffords Levin
Cao Gingrey (GA) Lewis (CA)
Capito Gohmert Lewis (GA)
Capps Goodlatte Linder
Cardoza Gordon (TN) Lipinski
Carnahan Granger LoBiondo
Carney Graves Loebsack
Carson (IN) Grayson Lofgren, Zoe
Carter Green, Al Lowey
Cassidy Green, Gene Lucas
Castle Griffith Luetkemeyer
Castor (FL) Grijalva Lujan
Chaffetz Guthrie Lummis
Chandler Gutierrez Lungren, Daniel
Childers Hall (NY) E.
Chu Hall (TX) Lynch
Clarke Halvorson Mack
Clay Hare Maffei
Cleaver Harman Maloney
Clyburn Harper Manzullo
Coble Hastings (FL) Marchant

Coffman (CO)
Cohen

Cole

Conaway
Connolly (VA)
Conyers
Cooper

Hastings (WA)
Heinrich

Heller
Hensarling
Herger

Herseth Sandlin
Higgins

Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
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McCarthy (NY) Pitts Sires
McCaul Platts Skelton
McClintock Poe (TX) Slaughter
McCollum Polis (CO) Smith (NE)
McCotter Pomeroy Smith (NJ)
McDermott Posey Smith (TX)
McGovern Price (GA) Smith (WA)
McHenry Price (NC) Snyder
Mclntyre Putnam Souder
McKeon Quigley Space
McMahon Rahall Speier
McMorris Rangel Spratt
Rodgers Rehberg Stark
McNerney Reichert
Meek (FL) Reyes 2:32;1:;:
Meeks (NY) Richardson Sullivan
Mica Rodriguez Sutton
Michaud Roe (TN) Tanner
Miller (FL) Rogers (AL) Taylor
Miller (MI) Rogers (KY) Teague
Miller (NC) Rogers (MI) Terry
Miller, Gary Rohrabacher Thompson (CA)
Miller, George Rooney Thompson (MS)
Minnick Ros-Lehtinen Thompson (PA)
Mitchell Roskam Thorn%erry
Mollohan Ross Tiahrt
Moore (KS) Rothman (NJ) . .
Moore (WI) Roybal-Allard ~ Livert
Moran (KS) Royce T}erney
Murphy (CT) Ruppersberger Titus
Murphy (NY) Rush Tonko
Murphy, Patrick Ryan (OH) Towns
Murtha Ryan (WD) Tsongas
Myrick Salazar Turner
Nadler (NY) Sanchez, Linda Upton
Napolitano T. Van Hollen
Neal (MA) Sanchez, Loretta Y elazquez
Neugebauer Sarbanes Visclosky
Nunes Scalise Walden
Nye Schakowsky Walz
Oberstar Schauer Wamp
Obey Schiff Wasserman
Olson Schmidt Schultz
Olver Schock Waters
Ortiz Schrader Watson
Owens Schwartz Watt
Pallone Scott (GA) Waxman
Pascrell Scott (VA) Weiner
Pastor (AZ) Sensenbrenner Welch
Paul Serrano Westmoreland
Paulsen Sessions Whitfield
Payne Sestak Wilson (OH)
Pence Shadegg Wilson (SC)
Perlmutter Shea-Porter Wittman
Perriello Sherman Wolf
Peters Shimkus Woolsey
Peterson Shuler Wu
Petri Shuster Yarmuth
Pingree (ME) Simpson Young (FL)
NOT VOTING—15
Aderholt Capuano Moran (VA)
Barrett (SC) Davis (AL) Murphy, Tim
Barrow Deal (GA) Radanovich
Bishop (UT) Gongzalez Wexler
Cantor Melancon Young (AK)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing on this vote.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
resolution was agreed to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
GEORGE KELL POST OFFICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on
suspending the rules and passing the
bill, H.R. 3634.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Massachusetts
(Mr. LyYNCH) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3634.
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The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

RECORDED VOTE

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I demand a
recorded vote.

A recorded vote was ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
will be a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 415, noes 0,
not voting 19, as follows:

[Roll No. 918]

This

AYES—415

Abercrombie Conaway Heinrich
Ackerman Connolly (VA) Heller
Adler (NJ) Conyers Hensarling
AKkin Cooper Herger
Alexander Costa Herseth Sandlin
Altmire Costello Higgins
Andrews Courtney Hill
Arcuri Crenshaw Himes
Austria Crowley Hinchey
Baca Cuellar Hinojosa
Bachmann Culberson Hirono
Bachus Cummings Hodes
Baird Dahlkemper Hoekstra
Baldwin Davis (CA) Holden
Bartlett Davis (IL) Holt
Barton (TX) Davis (KY) Honda
Bean Davis (TN) Hoyer
Becerra DeFazio Hunter
Berkley DeGette Inglis
Berman Delahunt Inslee
Berry DeLauro Israel
Biggert Dent Issa
Bilbray Diaz-Balart, L. Jackson (IL)
Bilirakis Diaz-Balart, M. Jackson-Lee
Bishop (GA) Dicks (TX)
Bishop (NY) Dingell Jenkins
Blackburn Doggett Johnson (GA)
Blumenauer Donnelly (IN) Johnson (IL)
Blunt Doyle Johnson, E. B.
Boccieri Dreier Johnson, Sam
Boehner Driehaus Jones
Bonner Duncan Jordan (OH)
Bono Mack Edwards (MD) Kagen
Boozman Edwards (TX) Kanjorski
Boren Ehlers Kaptur
Boswell Ellison Kennedy
Boucher Ellsworth Kildee
Boustany Emerson Kilpatrick (MI)
Boyd Engel Kilroy
Brady (PA) Etheridge Kind
Brady (TX) Fallin King (IA)
Braley (IA) Farr King (NY)
Bright Fattah Kingston
Broun (GA) Filner Kirk
Brown (SC) Flake Kirkpatrick (AZ)
Brown, Corrine Fleming Kissell
Brown-Waite, Forbes Klein (FL)

Ginny Fortenberry Kline (MN)
Buchanan Foster Kosmas
Burgess Foxx Kratovil
Burton (IN) Frank (MA) Kucinich
Butterfield Franks (AZ) Lamborn
Buyer Frelinghuysen Lance
Calvert Fudge Langevin
Camp Gallegly Larsen (WA)
Campbell Garrett (NJ) Larson (CT)
Cao Gerlach Latham
Capito Giffords LaTourette
Capps Gingrey (GA) Latta
Cardoza Gohmert Lee (CA)
Carnahan Goodlatte Lee (NY)
Carney Gordon (TN) Levin
Carson (IN) Granger Lewis (CA)
Carter Graves Lewis (GA)
Cassidy Grayson Linder
Castle Green, Al Lipinski
Castor (FL) Green, Gene LoBiondo
Chaffetz Griffith Loebsack
Chandler Grijalva Lofgren, Zoe
Childers Guthrie Lowey
Chu Gutierrez Lucas
Clarke Hall (NY) Luetkemeyer
Clay Hall (TX) Lujan
Cleaver Halvorson Lummis
Clyburn Hare Lungren, Daniel
Coble Harman E.
Coffman (CO) Harper Lynch
Cohen Hastings (FL) Mack
Cole Hastings (WA) Maffei

Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey (CO)
Markey (MA)
Marshall
Massa
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy (CA)
McCarthy (NY)
McCaul
McClintock
McCollum
McCotter
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McIntyre
McKeon
McMahon
McNerney
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Mica
Michaud
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Minnick
Mitchell
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Murphy (CT)
Murphy (NY)
Murphy, Patrick
Murtha
Myrick
Nadler (NY)
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
Nunes

Nye
Oberstar
Obey

Olson

Olver

Ortiz

Owens
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor (AZ)
Paul
Paulsen
Payne
Pence

Aderholt
Barrett (SC)
Barrow
Bishop (UT)
Cantor
Capuano
Davis (AL)

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-

Perlmutter
Perriello
Peters
Peterson
Petri
Pingree (ME)
Pitts
Platts
Poe (TX)
Polis (CO)
Pomeroy
Posey
Price (GA)
Price (NC)
Putnam
Quigley
Rahall
Rangel
Rehberg
Reichert
Reyes
Richardson
Rodriguez
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rogers (MI)
Rohrabacher
Rooney
Ros-Lehtinen
Roskam
Ross
Rothman (NJ)
Roybal-Allard
Royce
Ruppersberger
Rush
Ryan (OH)
Ryan (WI)
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
T.
Sanchez, Loretta
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schauer
Schiff
Schmidt
Schock
Schrader
Schwartz
Scott (GA)
Scott (VA)
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sestak
Shadegg
Shea-Porter
Sherman
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Shimkus
Shuler
Shuster
Simpson
Sires
Skelton
Slaughter
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)
Smith (WA)
Snyder
Souder
Space
Spratt
Stark
Stearns
Stupak
Sullivan
Sutton
Tanner
Taylor
Teague
Terry
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Thompson (PA)
Thornberry
Tiahrt
Tiberi
Tierney
Titus
Tonko
Towns
Tsongas
Turner
Upton
Van Hollen
Velazquez
Visclosky
Walden
Walz
Wamp
Wasserman
Schultz
Waters
Watson
Watt
Waxman
Weiner
Welch
Westmoreland
Whitfield
Wilson (OH)
Wilson (S0)
Wittman
Wolf
Woolsey
Wu
Yarmuth
Young (FL)

NOT VOTING—19

Deal (GA)
Eshoo
Garamendi
Gonzalez
McMorris
Rodgers
Melancon

ing in this vote.

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
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bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced

as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on

the table.

———

Moran (VA)
Murphy, Tim
Radanovich
Speier
Wexler
Young (AK)

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, on rollcall Nos. 914, 915, 916, 917,

and 918 | was unavoidably detained.

Had | been present | would have voted
“yea” on rollcall No. 914; “yea” on rollcall No.
915; “yea” on rollcall No. 916; “yea” on rollcall

No. 917; and “aye” on rollcall No. 918.
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REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER
AS COSPONSOR OF H. RES. 648

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to have my name
removed from H. Res. 648.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

———
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REDUNDANCY ELIMINATION AND
ENHANCED PERFORMANCE FOR
PREPAREDNESS GRANTS ACT

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 3980) to provide for identifying
and eliminating redundant reporting
requirements and developing meaning-
ful performance metrics for homeland
security preparedness grants, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3980

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Redundancy
Elimination and Enhanced Performance for
Preparedness Grants Act’’.

SEC. 2. IDENTIFICATION OF REPORTING
REDUNDANCIES AND DEVELOPMENT
OF PERFORMANCE METRICS FOR
HOMELAND SECURITY PREPARED-
NESS GRANT PROGRAMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Title XX of the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new section:
“SEC. 2023. IDENTIFICATION OF REPORTING
REDUNDANCIES AND DEVELOPMENT
OF PERFORMANCE METRICS.

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator
shall, for grants under sections 2003 and 2004
and any other grants specified by the Admin-
istrator, submit a report to the appropriate
committees of Congress by not later than 120
days after the date of the enactment of the
Redundancy Elimination and Enhanced Per-
formance for Preparedness Grants Act, and
by October 1st every 2 years thereafter,
that—

‘(1) identifies redundant rules, regulations,
and requirements for reporting by recipients
of such grants, and includes a plan for elimi-
nating such identified redundancies and re-
quirements;

‘(2) includes a plan for developing and im-
proving the performance metrics required
under section 2022(a)(4) for such grants; and

“(3) includes an assessment of each pro-
gram under which such grants are awarded.

“(b) PLAN REQUIREMENTS.—Each plan
under subsection (a)—
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‘(1) shall be developed in coordination
with State, local, tribal, and territorial gov-
ernments; and

‘“(2) shall include a proposed timeline for
actions to implement the plan.

“(c) PROGRAM  ASSESSMENT REQUIRE-
MENTS.—HEach program assessment under
subsection (a)(3) shall include—

‘(1) a brief summary of the program pur-
poses, objectives, and performance goals, and
of the key findings of the assessment;

‘“(2) an assessment of the quality of the
program’s performance metrics, and the ex-
tent to which necessary performance data
are collected;

“(B) a summary of how the program’s
strengths and weaknesses are impeding or
contributing to its failures or successes, in-
cluding reasons for any substantial variation
from the targeted level of performance of the
program;

‘“(4) a description of the extent to which
any trends, developments, or emerging con-
ditions affect the need to change the mission
of the program or the way that the program
is being carried out;

‘() an identification of the best practices
used in the program for allocating resources
in an efficient and effective manner that re-
sulted in positive outcomes and the key rea-
sons why such practices resulted in positive
outcomes;

‘(6) recommendations for program modi-
fications to improve the results that the pro-
gram achieves;

“(7) a summary of key results of the pro-
gram assessment that support maximizing
the amount of funds appropriated for the
program; and

‘“(8) an assessment of the quality of cus-
tomer service offered to recipients of funds
under the program and a strategy for im-
proving such service.”.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
contents in section 1(b) of such Act is
amended by adding at the end of the items
relating to title XX the following new item:
‘“Sec. 2023. Identification of reporting

redundancies and development
of performance metrics.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. CUELLAR) and the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous materials on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of this bill and yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, Congress instructed
FEMA in the Post-Katrina Emergency
Management Reform Act of 2006 and in
the Implementing Recommendations of
the 9/11 Commission Act of 2007 to de-
velop performance metrics for its
homeland security grants programs. As
the House Committee on Homeland Se-
curity discovered in our October 27 sub-
committee hearing I held with my
ranking member hearing on emergency
communications, these requirements
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remain poorly implemented and dif-
ficult to comprehend. What is most dis-
concerting is that FEMA still cannot
determine our Nation’s overall pre-
paredness or how homeland security
grants have helped to protect our Na-
tion from acts of terrorism.

It is for these reasons that I come to
you today to ask for your support of
H.R. 3980, the Redundancy Elimination
and Enhancement Performance for Pre-
paredness Grants Act. This legislation
would require FEMA to work in con-
junction with State, local, tribal and
territorial stakeholders to develop a
plan to do the following things:

Streamline homeland security grant
reporting requirements, rules and regu-
lations to eliminate redundant report-
ing;

Create a strategy including a time-
table for establishing the much-needed
performance metrics for grant pro-
grams to ensure that the funds are
being directed to the areas where they
will be best spent;

Require FEMA to take an inventory
of each of the homeland security grant
programs to include the purpose, objec-
tives and performance goals for each.

The plan will be submitted to the ap-
propriate congressional committees no
later than 120 days after the bill’s en-
actment.

It will be updated biannually to en-
sure that the committee is able to
maintain a watchful eye and the over-
sight on redundancies in the law that
might confuse the grant recipients at
the local level.

This bill will help identify inefficien-
cies with the DHS grants programs and
this bill will increase the quality of
service received by DHS grant recipi-
ents.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this important legislation.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, COM-
MITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND
INFRASTRUCTURE,

Washington, DC, December 1, 2009.
Hon. BENNIE G. THOMPSON,
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security,

Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN THOMPSON: I write to you
regarding H.R. 3980, the ‘‘Redundancy Elimi-
nation and Enhanced Performance for Pre-
paredness Grants Act’’.

H.R. 3980 contains provisions that fall
within the jurisdiction of the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure. I recog-
nize and appreciate your desire to bring this
legislation before the House in an expedi-
tious manner and, accordingly, I will not
seek a sequential referral of the bill. How-
ever, 1 agree to waive consideration of this
bill with the mutual understanding that my
decision to forgo a sequential referral of the
bill does not waive, reduce, or otherwise af-
fect the jurisdiction of the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure over H.R.
3980.

Further, the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure reserves the right to seek
the appointment of conferees during any
House-Senate conference convened on this
legislation on provisions of the bill that are
within the Committee’s jurisdiction. I ask
for your commitment to support any request
by the Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure for the appointment of con-
ferees on H.R. 3980 or similar legislation.
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Please place a copy of this letter and your
response acknowledging the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure’s jurisdic-
tional interest in the Committee Report on
H.R. 3980 and in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
consideration of the measure in the House.

I look forward to working with you as we
prepare to pass this important legislation.

Sincerely,
JAMES L. OBERSTAR,
Chairman.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
Washington, DC, December 1, 2009.

Hon. JAMES L. OBERSTAR,

Chairman, Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN OBERSTAR: Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 3980, the ‘‘Redun-
dancy Elimination and Enhanced Perform-
ance for Preparedness Grants Act,” intro-
duced by Congressman HENRY CUELLAR on
November 2, 2009.

I appreciate your willingness to work coop-
eratively on this legislation. I acknowledge
that the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure has a jurisdictional interest
in certain provisions of H.R. 3980. I appre-
ciate your agreement to not seek a sequen-
tial referral of this legislation and I ac-
knowledge that your decision to forgo a se-
quential referral does not waive, alter, or
otherwise affect the jurisdiction of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

Further, I recognize that your Committee
reserves the right to seek appointment of
conferees on the bill for the portions of the
bill over which your Committee has a juris-
dictional interest and I agree to support such
a request.

I will ensure that this exchange of letters
is included in the legislative report on H.R.
3980 and in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD dur-
ing floor consideration of the bill. I look for-
ward to working with you on this legislation
and other matters of great importance to
this nation.

Sincerely,
BENNIE G. THOMPSON,
Chairman.
I reserve the balance of my time, Mr.
Speaker.

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong
support of H.R. 3980, sponsored by my
good friend from Texas (Mr. CUELLAR)
who I'm pleased to serve with on the

Emergency Communications, Pre-
paredness, and Response Sub-
committee.

Since 2006, Congress has mandated
FEMA to measure the Nation’s level of
preparedness, as well as the effective-
ness of State and local homeland secu-
rity grant programs administered by
FEMA. Both the Post-Katrina Reform
Act of 2006 and the 9/11 Act of 2007 re-
quire FEMA to develop metrics that
can be used to identify and close gaps
in preparedness with homeland secu-
rity resources. These include the Com-
prehensive Assessment System, the
Target Capabilities List, and the State
Preparedness Report.

Unfortunately, the various prepared-
ness metrics developed since 2006 have
not been properly integrated by FEMA,
resulting in duplicative reporting re-
quirements that put an undue burden
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on State and local governments. State
and local homeland security grant pro-
grams are essential to achieving and
maintaining preparedness capabilities,
and they can be strengthened and im-
proved with input from stakeholders
and the establishment of sound per-
formance metrics.

This bill seeks to improve the way
grant programs are administered and
managed by FEMA, and will ensure
that Congress is informed of the ongo-
ing planning at FEMA for improving
measures of preparedness and elimi-
nating duplicative requirements placed
on grantees.

I urge my colleagues to support the
measure, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, as you heard, this is
commonsense legislation that will
streamline FEMA'’s efforts to enhance
our Nation’s preparedness and response
capacity. All we’re trying to do is to
make sure that we get rid of any un-
necessary rules and regulations that
cause our local folks problems. Number
two, we’re also trying to make sure
that we measure the results. If we’re
going to spend billions of dollars on
grants, we’ve just got to make sure
that we measure those particular re-
sults.

The bottom line is, Mr. Speaker,
we’re trying to focus on the customers,
and the customers are the recipients of
these grants. I certainly want to thank
our ranking member, Mr. ROGERS. He’s
done an outstanding job there in the
committee. I look forward to working
with him not only on this legislation
to make it law but certainly on other
pieces of legislation. I urge all my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘aye.”

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise in support of H.R. 3980, the “Redun-
dancy Elimination and Enhanced Performance
for Preparedness Grants Act.”

This legislation, introduced by Mr. CUELLAR,
the Chairman of the Subcommittee on Emer-
gency Communications, Preparedness and
Response, requires FEMA to assess the per-
formance of its homeland security grant pro-
gram and work towards addressing any identi-
fied deficiencies.

The legislation was developed based on
finding from an October subcommittee hearing
where FEMA testified as to the status of the
agency’s efforts to establish performance
measurements for preparedness grants.

At the hearing, we learned that that FEMA’s
efforts to implement statutory performance
metrics-related requirements are fragmented
and poorly integrated. As a result, FEMA is
unable to measure how the $29 billion in
homeland security grants appropriated since
2002 have improved the nation’s overall level
of preparedness. Without these much needed
performance metrics, FEMA continues to im-
pose redundant grant reporting requirements
on State and local governments including
those in my home State of Mississippi.

Not only are these redundant reporting re-
quirements costly and time-consuming for
State and local officials to prepare, but there
is significant evidence that, taken together,

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

they still do not provide FEMA with information
necessary to measure the return on invest-
ment from federal grants.

Although there have been some improve-
ments in FEMA’s administration of homeland
security grants, such as the improvements in
grant guidance and technical assistance pro-
vided to State and local applicants, we still
have a ways to go.

H.R. 3980 would complement these efforts
by directing FEMA to work with State and
local stakeholders to identify and eliminate
these redundant grant reporting requirements.

Specifically, H.R. 3980 would eliminate
much of the red-tape and improve the per-
formance of FEMA grant programs. The bill
requires FEMA to develop a strategy, with
timelines, to establish performance metrics for
its homeland security grants and provides di-
rection to complete a program assessment of
its homeland security grants. These steps are
designed to improve the agency’s perform-
ance, productivity and accountability to the
taxpayers. It will also provide Congress with
better information on FEMA’s performance to
allow us to conduct more effective oversight
and ensure that taxpayer money is being used
efficiently and effectively.

Again, thank you for the consideration of
this important legislation.

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, as a
member of the Homeland Security Committee,
| rise today in strong support of H.R. 3980, the
Redundancy Elimination and Enhanced Per-
formance for Preparedness Grants Act. This
legislation directs FEMA to streamline its
grants reporting process to make it more effi-
cient and informative, and it eliminates redun-
dant requests for information.

| would like to acknowledge Speaker PELOSI
and Chairman THOMPSON for their leadership
in bringing this important bill to the floor. |
would also like to thank my colleague Con-
gressman CUELLAR, who worked so hard au-
thoring this important legislation holding FEMA
accountable for our taxpayer dollars.

Mr. Speaker, on October 27, as a member
of the Subcommittee on Emergency Commu-
nication, Preparedness, and Response, |
heard testimony from both FEMA officials and
state and local government officials about the
new grants tracking program currently being
tested. State and local officials, including the
mayor of Los Angeles in my home state of
California, urged the federal government to re-
consider their use of this program. In the
words of the mayor, “all the reports that it
generates provide no guidance or value for
assessing homeland security investments.”

H.R. 3980 directs FEMA to identify and ad-
dress the problems it is experiencing with
grants reporting and tracking. This legislation
is almost a direct response to the concerns
raised to Congressman CUELLAR and me by
the mayor of Los Angeles about the FEMA
grants reporting process. | am proud that this
legislation addresses those concerns. When it
comes to homeland security and taxpayer dol-
lars, we simply cannot afford to be wasting
time or money on programs that offer no guid-
ance or value. So | am pleased to champion
H.R. 3980, which addresses this problem.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, | support this bill
because it will make our grant process more
efficient and informative. Redundant reporting
requirements will be eliminated, and commu-
nities and organizations will be able to better
focus on doing the work they need to do to
keep our nation safe.
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Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting H.R. 3980.

Mr. CUELLAR. I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
CUELLAR) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3980, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, on that
I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

——————

ENHANCING SECURITY TO RAIL
AND MASS TRANSIT LINES

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 28)
expressing the sense of the House of
Representatives that the Transpor-
tation Security Administration should,
in accordance with the congressional
mandate provided for in the Imple-
menting Recommendations of the 9/11
Commission Act of 2007, enhance secu-
rity against terrorist attack and other
security threats to our Nation’s rail
and mass transit lines, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fo